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Y D UBLIN, Pr "We" by Fobn Crook , Printer to the King” $ 
molt Excellent Majeltie , and are to be fold by 
Samuel Dancer wn Caftle- ſtreet. 16 67, 


$868080605 3506. 


To the Moſt Honourable }J AMES, Duke, Mar- 
greſs,, and Earl of Ormond , Earl of Offory, 
and Brecknock , Viſcount Thurles, Lord Ba+ 
ron of Arklow and Lanthony , Lord of the 
Regalities and Liberties of the County of Tip: 

| perary, Chancellor of the Unjverſitie of Dub- 

lin; Lord Lieutenant Generil » amd Generdl Go- 
| vernour of H#s MAJESTIES Kingdom 
of Ireland , Lord Lieutengnt of the County of 
Somerſet , the City and County of Briſtol , 
and the Cities of, Bath and Wellss one of the 

Lords of Hs MAJESTIES Moſt Honon- 

| rable Privy Councils of H8 MAJESTIES 

Kingdorss of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 

Lord Steward of His, MAJESTIES Houſe. 

bold, Gentleman of His M'A JESTIES Bed: 

chamber, and Knight of the Moſt Noble Order 
of the Garter, His GRACE, 


My Lox ov, 


| J Hat ot Eccleſraſtical 
| \ / \ / Gowernment in the 
Chriſtian Church, hath 


paſſed our fore-fathers unqueſtio- 


A 3 ned 


(a) Ric, 
Hookers 
Feclef. 
Pol, Pref. 


The FpisrreE 
ned more than One thouſand five 


hundred years, from the Apoſtles 
downwatd, that, is become the un- 
happy Diſpute of this laſt Age , 
both as to Pen and Sword. 

This had its Riſe at Geneva: , 
Anno 1541. (a) the people having 
thence rumultuouſly expelled their 
Biſhop, and being thereby withour: 
Government , aad to ſeck for the 
way toward it , thereupon did Cal- 
vin put himlelt on them, finding, in 
that, a fit introduction to greatnels, 
and by his prudence , and learning, 
(in both which he excelled) became 
he there an Oracle, and his will a 
{zw., Of that made he ule in medi- 
rating, forming , and propoling a 
Model of Church-government , ( it 
being deſired of him by the people;) 


which 


DevicaTtory. 
which he well ordered' to his ends, 
and intereſts ; intermixing Church, 
and Lav- Elders (thole fixed, thelc 
yearly. dected) appointing a doubl. 
mumber of the Laity , ro what was 


of the other ; That is, fix Mini ep. p. 2 


Pers, and twelve others, choſen out 


Beza de 


erad. Min. 


of their three Comnncils af State, vizc. 11+ 


Dix out. of their Council of rwo 

'handred,, and four out of: that of 
ſixty , and two out of the twenty 
ve: wherein (tor pleaſi ing the peo- 
ple ): che advantage of major Vice 
was given them in deciſions ; and in 
thar, moſt of power in them ({-em- 
ingly ) 1 Waced ; whereas, i! dard: 
all was dat by m himſelt, an in his 
Church-Elders principally , well 
judging, that the fewer being Ic 1rn- 
ed, |:ading, and laſting) might ea fily 


m- 


The EeisTLE 


influence , and overbear a greater 
number not {ſo reaching, and chan- 
ging , whoſe ele&tion allo might be 
by the other {o ordered, as to lerve a 
Church-intereſt, And leaſt (on 
conſideration, ) this might be/over- 
{oon ,apprehended and avoided. 
Therefore had Calvin ( underta- 
king that form of Government, defi- 
red of him) firſt, politickly, obliged 
that people by Oath to recerve and 
jubiut to what ſhould be ſo laer.v8 . 
Provided , it were agreeable to Gods 
Word, and to the approbation of ſuch 
of the Reformed Churches as ſhould be 
thought fit to be therein conſulted. 
And accordingly , did he caretully 
hold, in that , to Scripture-names 
and words, knowing, that this could 
not but ſound well howloever, and 
that 


DFEvicaTtory. 
that it might take with the lels dif: 
cerning , and would certainly pals 
with thoſe , who: intereſt it was to 
be ſo ſatisfied. In which , he fixed 
principally on the name of Elders ; 
a Scripture-name, of which much is 
(poken in both T eſtaments, butin the 
New T eftament founding toward 
the frame cf Government in the 
Chriſtian Church : yer, in the New 
Teſtament was found the word Bt- 

op allo : and this, as confi Jerable, 
tor Church government as could be 
pretended to, in that other of E/- 
ders; and yet, mult not (notwith- 
ſtanding ) the name of Biſhop be in 
this new Model mentioned : for . 
the Name would mind the injurious 
caſting off of their Biſhop , and tbe 
T bing ſtood in the way to other 
B oran- 


The EyeisrTLE 
erandenres ; therefore with the per- 
ſon muſt the neme of Biſhop be ſhut 
out alſo, Put how may that be with- 
out torce and wrong to Scripture ? 
where, of the Name and Office of Br- 
ſhops , 1s mention frequent and ho- 
nourable ; As to that, the expedient 
is readie and eaſe, It is but ordering 
the Text to tbe gloſs , and framing 
ſuch an Interpretation for that Scri- 
pture-name Biſhop , that O_— 
(although never till then)by Biſhops, 
Elders beunderſtood: ſo as, whatſoe- 
wer is inthe NewT eſtament ſaid of Bi. 
ſhops, ſhould be of Elders onely, & that 
Biſhops and Elders be as the ſame, not 
diſtinguiſhed in office or work, Butſuch 
avoiding of exprels Scriptures by 
private conſtructions, could not fa- 
tisfe all : therefore , what 1s ſhort 
in 


Dezvicartosy:; 
in that, is to be ſupplied otherwile ; 
that is, by the ſenſe and approbation of 
other Reformed C te : and to 
that is this newLaw-giver put(unex- 
pecedly ) by a reluQancy found in 
the people, they beginning to reſent 
the deſign, and defiring Gf polſible) 
to get off , and looſe from thar, in 
which they now ſaw, (but too late) 
themſelves intangled. And whereas 
their late obligation of an Oath , 
could not but ſtick cloſe, it bchoved 
to ſeek their libertie ſome other way, 
and no other way appeared fo rea- 
dy , as that part of the mentioned 
proviſo, the ſenſe of other Churches in 
the caſe , by which was hope for eva- 
ding, it being oblerved, that no other 
Church was then ſo modelled in Go- 


ernment ; and therefore , was it 


B » ho- 


The EeprsTLE 


hoped they might be inclinednot to fa- 
vour this, being new and ſtrange. 
This, the people now prels , and 
ro four of the | Yaotel Cities and 
C harches ig by them addreſſed, with 
which Calum cloleth readily , that 
being what he expected , and for 
what he was prepared, and of which 
he had already aſſurance. For, (all 
that having been foreſeen ) he had 
before Cunderhand_) by Letters , 
dealt with the principals of thoſe 
Churches , that £ would not fail to 
declare for that form of Government, 
in which he had ſo laboured for Ge- 
neva, (laying) T hat Religion , and 
piety , and the welfare of that Church 
and people depended on it. W hereby 
when that buſincls was by all par- 
ries laid before thoſe Churches , the 

An- 


> 


DEeDvicarTtory. 


Anſwer was readie ; which was, 
That they had beard of thoſe Conſiſto- 
rial Laws, which they acknowledged 
for godly Ordmances, and drawing t0- 
wards the preſcript of Gods Word: 
therefore did they think it good for the 
Church of Geneva , not to change the 
ſame , but rather to keep as they were. 
Thus, is Calvins Work done, and 
(etled , and the people brought to a 
ſuccumbency ; onely , it remained, 
That whereas it had been by thoſe 
compromiſing Churches, more warily 
delivered concerning thoſe Laws f 
Government , that they were godly 

Ordinances (which might ſeem a lean 
expreſhion_) and that they did draw 
toward the preſcript of Gods Word , 
(which was ſhort and diminiſhing ) 


theretore was ſomething to be decla- 


rec 


The ErisTLE 


red more abſolute and poſitive in 
the caſe, And ſeeing it was not to 
be expected from other Churches, it 
was thus therefore otherwiſe order- 
ed (and as cfteQually_) Firlt , that 
this Diſcipline b2 cried up (as it was 
induſtrioully) for ancient , Apoſtoli- 
cal, and wholly Scriptural ; and fo , 
above all ozber fornzs whatſoever, and 
therefore , to be that to which other 
Churches ſhould conform ; and Gene- 
va (as to Church and Government, 
to be eſteemed of all , and above all 
beſt reformed : unto which , in that 
curſed National Covenant in Eng- 
land, was reſpetF bad particularly. 
Wherein is to be obſerved the 
prodigious growth of this laſt nights 
muſhroi2 ; that this , but juſt now , 
ſtanding on its good behaviour,and 


bc- 


DEevicartory, 
beholding to others votes and ap- 


probation (" and that begged _) fou 
introducing it, and needing an Oath 
(llily impoſed , and inconlideratcly 
raken_) tor holding the people to ir, 
it ſclfallo looking on it {elf jealoully, 
whether to be or not ; yet ſhould it 
now from a politick Government ſtart 
up in a moment, and be transforme4 t; 
what is Divine. And therefore no 
longer begging, but commanding ; no1 
to be now confined to Gieneva,(where 
firſt impoſed, _) but Geneva in that, 
giving Laws to the world, and expe- 
ting from other Churches conformity 
to that as the principal, By all which 
Cnotwithſtanding _) although other 
Reformed Churches had becn in all 
this time, lictle influenced; yet(lure- 
ly by ſome fatality _) hath it been 

with 


(b) 2 Kin. 
16, 1O, 
1], 


The ErpisrTLiet | 
with us- in thele Kingdoms other- 
wile, For this Geneva form well 


pleaſing our E "ſh fled ro Geneva 


in Q. Marys Perſecution was by 
them brought thence in their return: 
by whom 1t having been for a time 
hatched in private Conventicles , at 
length was it brought forth , and 
after by ſtrong hand impoled on 
our Churches for imitation : as 
was that Tavl-altar at Damaſcus pat- 
terned for Jeruſalem. Cb) This be- 
gan in Scotland , where Epiſcopacie 
was caſt oft by the Reformers (Ge- 
neUa Principled ) and that (as in Ge- 
neva,) ina way popular and tu- 
multuary {o imbibing Reformation 


with Schiſm. And although in th: 
other Kingdoms Epiſcopacy full beld, 


ard niany years flouriſhed after th: 


Re- 


Dtetov1icarory., 


Reformation, ( to the glory of our 
Church aboye all others reformed } 
yet was that' ſacred Hierarchy , in 
that time, by that Party oft puſhed 
at; and atJength, (they getting head 
and power in our late Ifena times) 
our very foundations-of Govern- 
ment, Civil, and Eccleſiaſtica}, Re- 
oal;and Epiſcopal, (as by a'general 
earthquake.) were at once , and to- 
gether, overturned, and in their ru- 
ins buried: under -which univerſal 
defolations lay theſe Kingdoms, mi- 
ſerably , when (as by miracle) all 
ere again raiſed and reftored to their 
former beauty and luſtre , by His Sa- 
credMajeſties glorious and happy Re- 
ſtanration, And next and unto His 
Majeſty) doth Ireland own Your 
Grace 1 its Settlement, both as 


C to 


The ErisTLE 
to Church and State, our general ſet- 
tlement of the Kingdow by your great 
Hand , ipeaking Your glory to ge- 
nerations. And whereas all thele 
mentioned evils and miſcries , had 
been occaſidned by ſchiſm: , and by 
that particularly concerning Churcb- 
government , and that this preſent 
generation hath; been (in/a great 
meaſure ) bred and educated inan 
Age, where that truth hath been (1- 
lenced, and nothing heard but what 
hath been loudly againſt it, and the 
contrary magnihed, as what only 1s 
according to Scripture.: and conli-, 
deriag, that this,{we mult now lay) 
controverſrie , being cleared , mens 
minds ( or ſome of them _) might be * 
larisfied in the truth , and thereby 
letled in obedience ; therefore ( ow 
fon 


Drepicartrory. 
ſton being for it) did Erake up this 
lubjeR, in which Epiſcopacy'is aſſert- 
ed as Apoſtolicat, and the comrary ex- 
amined, lo tar, as the ſhort time then 
allowed me would admit ; which 
| being by Your Gr A cs comman- 
ded from me, it 1s thus in due obe- 
dience preſented ; yet in ſome parti- 
culars here and thereenlarged, above 
what was in publick delivery, what 
is{o added , being what was intend- 
ed to have been then ſpoken , had I 
not been enforced bythe time, and 
work ofthe Day, to contra. All 
which is now laid at Your Excel. 
lencies feet,and under T our great and 
piercing Fudgment , there, leaving it 
humbly, and ever praying for T our 
Lordſhips happinels every way; and 
that the Lord would remember T ov 
Go AC- 


The Ee1sT1ie, &c. 


according to the good by T on done for 
the Houſe of our God, and for the Of- 


'£) Neb. 
a fices thereof. (c) 


13. 14, 
Tour GrRacegs 


In Duty and Service. 
Henry Midenlis, 


— —— — ———— 
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Dublin, 16. Aug. 1667. 


My Loryd, 
Have more than onceread your 


ST” = — 


Lordſhips very excellent Ser- 

. mon, and do think it not. only | 
ſo convincing in what it aims at, but 
{o prudent and ſealonable, that with 
your good leave , I wiſhit may be 
; printed, and to thatend have left 
| the Copy you ſent mein my Lord 
' Chancellors Hands. What you are 
pleaſed to lay of me, in your Epiſtle 
to me, is the only queſtionable part 


of 


_— ES Oo ROO.” > ON. roomy OO oO OAT RR So Ong on ge = > Os =o OR, a = 
RD ne ae Set on _ _ _ 


— J_.<—c -__ .. 


= 0 qpa gx 
. ——— 


of the Work; and ifT have not been 
what you fay, gon teach me what I 
ſhould be, and I receive the Inſtru- 


ion asT ought, and remam 


Towr Lordſvips moſt 
AfﬀfeStionate humble Servant, 
ORMONDE. 


- 


. , 
For the Right Reverend Father oF 


in God the Lort Biſhop 
of Meath. 


1heſe. 


+ 4 


— -- — - — — —— _ __— — ——_—_——— 


Hat is here withall now 
publiſhed, was at firſt in- 
tended to have been no 
farther publique, then as 
{poken. But it being ſince then, otherwite 
ordered, and concievirg that {o receſlary 
a Truth (now dark and controverſal, } 
might require more for its Explicationand 
Proot 


* _—— 


1 
| 


— ——_ 


The PxEzFrace 


Proof, then was, or could (circumſtances 
conſidered be, .at that time, in (peaking 
allowed.” Therefore is this intended in 
way of Supplement at preſent, which may 
be hereafter farther enlarged, as opportu- 
nity ſhall be forit; ifnot, perhaps, therc- 
_ provoked b Gain- layers, | who 1 
expeetFand rovide for 
+ The aſſerting the Epiſcopal Office and 
Cilling, and in that, the "a. Eecle- 


fraftical of the 6 "briflian Church, 1s that now 


before us , concerning which tharmay he 
found true, which God ſpeaks of ſome 
other his Truths, in corrupt times. I have 

Caith he ) writtento them the great things 
of my Law,but they were » connted as, ſtrange 
thing. (a) And what is now ſo firange, as 
to hear of Epiſcopacy, that it is thatrue,an- 
cient , and Apoſtolical Government of the 


Church?” And on the contrary, That the 


Governinent without Elders (I ay or others ) 
7r but feigned, and novel? 

Yet, isthisa great Truth , Epiſcopacy 
having been received , both in profeſiton 
and praQtice in al! Ages of the Church, 

from 


— — _ —— —42 


from the firſt afChriſhi qued chav haſt 

Age 3 whereas'nowm wotin ate age | 

ſo much antiquated or  forgottex , as nirerly 
1 


But comparing Saliprure;ard unthomith 
Records of ancient times;is is evident; That 
Epiſcopary' is fofar Apoſtolically | Divine ; 

- Thar:Biſbops were in the- very times 
of the Apoſtles. \ v GM 

2.: And they by _ bs Apes henfutue 
ordained aud 

3- And that in thoſe very timer of the 
Apoſtles, in the Apoftolital Churebes ( fach 
as were by the Aoftles themſetves phant- 
ed, and pre = had bren ant > ny 


free Gon os Ha | 
that in Fall the following Pvie. 
tive Sales of the Church, the Gapertarent by 
Biſbops, ſo Apoſfolically ordered'; bad'been 
> !' gecordingly received, and continiled \lnoone 


) \; Church contradiGling in word; or proSlice: 1C 
5. Laſtly,nothing beard,in ; of that time, 
y of s Goventne by Elders y Lay\; 0945 
q ther. 3). 0-14 [2b ylovin dt 
—- For maniſeſtngwhich, briefly, parts © © 


N culars, 


The. Pn EF A C E 


{\culars,»e appears, @ tothetimerof the Apo- 
iFtlerg .( faking that unto the death od Saint 


\John, an.,toly) 5 17 ogy 


x. That St. Tames, (not the Son of Ze. 


—_ 1 2»bedee who. was killed by Herod (5) but 


ae” | 


1) 4 | 4G: -atgng the bretbjen Cil>Gp (ſrithhe.) few 


(3 , _ 


C1 .b1 , # 1 


-Javes; tilled the leſs, and the jkſt;. the 
Lords hither, (c) or kiniman)was (it may 
be.on. ſuch. reſpets ) appointed by the 
Apoſtles, Biſhop of Ternſalem. He was 


\tixeregrhereforoneſident; while other the 


Apoſtles were otherwhere on their work. 
And on.tha4 account might þ: beFproba- 
bly) polated at by Stedfeteny as prineipal 


theſe things-untd Jazhes, and to the brethren, 
(peaking of his miraculous deliverance 
tenfferdy tid fron br pr}febs: And at- 
tern abe,groat Convcil xt Hierſalem ene 
greateſt cliat ever, was\-in the Chriſtian 
world ,'all che Apoſtles being prelent)) 
St Janes appears. there av Principal aud 
Prefictenty by whom (as by Gich wal ) 
the Reſolve of the Connal is laſt , and d.ti- 
nitively declared.(e ) Allo to St. 7.amer, 


; KC, way St, Pint _ Alernfeli expretly ad- 


I C1, = 


—_— 


= 
"_WwT_ »I ww 4a 


4a 7 ee Iwwukcoa” 


n_—_ 


_— 


To the RzaDth 


dreſſed. f) AnJagaii,' and againis he(f ) 48s / 
honigarably mentioned among, ahd abbve** —_ 
others; (# )in which he was conlidered d60£) Gat 
Biſhop of Hie raſalen , Which" need not 
prove,it being by the-other ſite” acknow- - 
ledged,& proved allo,althgugh with ſome 
thine as to be: wilingly paſſe byer 
It ſcemeth Cl ay the Anthors of the Arnoron 
the Bible Printed an. 1651.) that be was 
aſſigned to ſtay af Ferns OB. ue on (6) Amur. 
what Se find 'P They bf m3 (f) 5. -— ps; 
Antiquity (ay they) ol har a $ to 67) dr 
be ſuperintendent, or Biſhop of the Churth of *. apa 
Jeruſalem, Chry/. how. 33 in AS} Febom, 
tn" Catal.* ſer. Ecvlef, 'The(& ite” —_— 
words and proof for it} of that' therefore 
[need not (Thope) ſay more. 
After Se. Famer 'Cwhs governed chat 
Churck* thirty years) his\ brother. Simon 
or S11meon ſnceeeded " 1m that Biſhop- 
ricks Ck) He, livin? until he was 120(& Hier. 
years'old;{uffered de 1 Trae rite. ER 
2. By appointment of St.- Peter ; St. 
Mirk was appointed Biſhop of Alexandein, 
and the ff there> He. died ' five onſix 
ID 2 years 


The PxEFACE 


(1) Nitepl, IV SAFS before S. Peter or S. P au), and al- 
1. 14. c29:moſt 146 3 ears befoe Fon. Him pe 
Eu 25 Cee 4 WIANKS , then bilizes, and 


inSynop-" * -Cerdos, al j in the Apoſtles time. (1) 


Hie. proem. 


in Math, &in _—_ ſe.i in" —_ al Eng: 


; P, aul was Tin i wade Bifho 
of F 103 ant a] my of jb 
The Poſ ſcripts to tho(e Epiſtles ſtile them 
Biſhops; which,beſi dethe Antiquity of 
- - that teſhmpny; ps atherwile averred, for 
(m) Cent-t- the Auphors y the Centuries (m) lay, That 
Ta \ Erang. it EF: exigent: that. anhappainted Timothy | 
'Paſtgr;: an that, he, 1WWAS"\ repro, Or Preſu-f 

(n) Bera in dents which is; yith..Beqa a'Biſhop. (n)- 
1 Tim.5.19 Tingthy had fi the Bifhopxick of *,the 
Church of Ep ang Tirus, of the! 
Om Churches 4 =_ obo Eefehin, (o)allo 
{r)ilier, erg (Pp), imathy P45, qragiued. of, 
catal.ic, S\, Paul the Biſhop off the Epbeſiansg and 
Tirus Hiſbop of. .Crete::AndrOccumenins 

2 Oe thele words, 1. Tim..-x: 3. Theſoughe 
v1) Deen” © thee to. abide ftill- at Epheſus, 3, wits 4 414 


in 1 Tins, 
(r) Occ, Parma wngfoiiat Here ( faith hc) be ,appoant - 
in Tit.l. ed hint Bilhop-(9) And of Titze,(r.) That 


Paul 


po > I, Ig — — - Par — _ —— - 


Tothe Reavpen, 
Paul, left him to ordain Biſhops, iden rgng> 
nia, having firſt made bim Biſhop. 

As for Timothies Succeſſors In the 
Apoſtles times; you have the Angel of that 
Church mentioned by S. Fohn , Rew. 
2, 1. Allo Polycrates Biſhop of Epheſus 
Contemporary to Polycarpus Biſhop of 
Smyrna, ordained by S. John. 

\ And of others his ſucceſſors after, we 
xcead in the Council of Chalcedonz where 
Stephanus Biſhop of Epheſus being de- 
poled , and it being debated by whom 
the new Biſhop ſhould be appointed , 
whether hy the Councilor by the Provincial 
Synod of Aſia 3 thereupon Leontizs Biſhop 
of Magnefia ( of the Province of Afa) 
l aid, Thatfrom S. Timothy to that time, 


there had been ; 27 Biſhops of Epheſus, all (/ )Conc. 
erdained in the Province. (\) Chalce. a&. 


© Asto. Crete, and of Biſhops, ſucceeds * * 
mg. Titxs; we read, that Baſil. Biſhop 


(t) Thend. 


Gartyna'( the Metropolis of: Crete )\, 4 


was preſent at the Conneil .of Trullo.(t) 


4. The 


The Prntrace 
4. The Apoſtles S. Peter, and S. Panl, 
about the year 45. appointed Evodius 
Biſhop' of Antiech, who continued there 
Biſhop 20 years, Him Ionatins (ucceed- 
ed, and fate there 3o years; borhof there 
() _ mn the times of the Apoſtles. (u) 
Cranes O. In the year 56. the ſame Apoſtles 
Ru ordered Linus Biſhop of Rome, who is 
$.c6. x 1.3. mentioned 2 Tim. 4 21.after whom fol- 
£4 G1 lowed Aracletns, and Clemens, ('w) inthe 
Ireu.1.3.c.3- Apoſtles times alſo. C lemens did ſee the 
. _ Apoſtles, and converſed with them , ſaith 
(x) lren.l.3. lrenaxus (l.2 2 3s) 
C3-Euſeb.l." g, $, Jobs ordained Pelycarp Biſhop 
6.4Y of Smyrna. (x) And after his return from 
(3) Euſeb.l. exile , he appointed loveral Biſhops j in 
beet3* divers places. (5 + 
And as we finde it "_ in thoſe Apo. 
ſtolical Churches(by them(c]v-$,0 dere! 
C> in others! a!ſo hath it been in hke 
manner ,asto Apvftolicat Or-u4tion* and 
ſucceſſion © Of which Terthll;an : As/the 
Church of Smyrna ha1 Polycarpus plated 
there byS. Tohn, and th: Church of Rome 


Clement ordained by S. Peter, ſo the reſt 
of 


. | To the R £4 vFk. 
of the- Churches alſo did. 


\vrent of the Apoſtles, 'to tradnce the Apo- 
'ſolical ſeed to them, (x) 

In all whichare ſeen, Biſhops ordain- 
ed by the Apoſtles ; with. thcir ſuceeſſron; 
and that,even inthe times of the Apoſtles, 
together with their 2s and places, al- 
Caemng the truth of it; 


Adde;, the univerſal p rafiice after, of 


all C harches, both Orthorlox, and Heres 
treal (tor even the Nowatiens, Arians, 
and Donatiſls, &c. retained the true Go- 
wernprent of the Church by Biſhops.) 

- "But on the contrary, No inſtances out 
of Councils, Fathers or Hiſtories, can be 
viven(in allthat time | of Churches ordered 
without Biſhops by Elde rs, of which kind 
ſoever; allowing the time when Chutches 
were firſt conſtituted; they being then 
under the-mmediate tuition and care of 
the Apoſtles themlelves reſpe&ively,unril 
by their removal or otherwile,they {ound 
it neceflary to appoint others in their 


P! laces} in * Winch cale,the-Apoſtles being 
themlelyes 


what 
Biſhops they had received by the appoint» 


(2) Tertn], 
deprelcrip, 
Cc. 32. & l.4. 


conera 


Marcionc.s, 


— — — — — — 


chemſclves Biſhops, they then ſtood in that 
capacity, which Biſhops after ſupplied. 

That general conſent © therefore of all 
Churches from the beginning, evidenceth 
the Truth in this undeniably; it it be nor 
ſuppoſed, that all thoſe holy Fathers and 
Councils ſhould joyn in one,throughout 
all thoſe ages, (no one contradicting, )in 
ſetting up a Government in the Church 
(Epiſcopal,) contrary to what was by the 
Apoſtles appointed; and utterly (ilencing 
(without the leaſt memory ) what the 
'Apvuſtles had ordered (if fo it were) of 
a Government by Elders without Biſhops. 
But that, were to ſuppoſe a con!piracyand 
combination, as to thole holy men un- 
charitable, and in it felt irrational and 
impotlible. | 

This I rather chuſc to give in the very 
words of his late Majcſtie Charles I. (rhe 
Royal Martyr for this Church truth, as 
for the cfſcntial priviledges of His Crown 
and Kingdoms) that, being by him dcli- 
vered in an{wer to certain Papers of the 
Divines attending the Commiſſtoners of 
Parliament 


 TotheRii ben, 


Farkie ioquein af Nh Me tie on F-in 
= 1g ai w- 8." 2) Hh vhs Hy 
nd by' all the yr SN) 2 hou PF nr ad —_ 


= diflinion of 'B: oþs from, rl the f1 fſn- —_— E- 


Pil w—_— 


ertapity, 6M Presbyters 6 ſo ol Noy, 1.1648 
"4 


« ſpe: 67 = Uo WErce thep-9. 
Tl 10h 2He 69k 


ited 3 Gert fty'b) by —_ 
” 12 4 2 DR dpjo- 
W" mgdle # EE Before AByiids 

EY bat, 4-79 2 Heriſte') tor 


An Drs ”; ft a vt 4" ſoalſ Unely cOn- 


der Goal at if 4 ge x for 
hal not þ4ql tl. t mdubit, fag - from 


f e autborgty of Chriſt kt /tfe 33 of 

ſhe 4 ,ot jg Fare 4 ern hab 
guls lh Ive f pretended! uc __— 

bout wg RO re 


Cert agt? bn 7 ls te 
ET - 
>< a 
Ln LE ! ae 


Hh re 


(rin 


2M &H (£) ap or 0 qroti;otg Land ia th f de- 
. [I of t ir own and. the urebes - 


tie gain _ nſurpation. ., oy es 


—— ww 


'ThePz prac 
been EPS. Ad = Wop. ambiti- 


Naek- 


41; 


Theſe re, is Maje FI \ Ne pNN 
doth cred ich Fl : Ne ME 
ties, and ſhews it ſelf nel received, 
and roor(pigg 41.4 MCe 6 ſos 0 after age}, 
in the ChriſtynChurc 1 W Which that by 
Elders bel hips, cannot ' ſheiy. By 
this Tertullign, == for the” Catho- 
lick Churchagainſi Heretiques. | Let them 
« -laich; he F ſew, the begomrigg 7 0 
Churgheeatlt they 1 run over th oh 
ot of. theit. Biboproſe 8 the firſt Dy 
ry tg \ the Aeeſ{cc,0 or pans 
allen, 14 oe. les Ek - i 39 
Apoſtolique. C mreb "derive T Non fehohs 
$0 doth thie ER of Smyrne ſhew Pati. 
erg placed Werg.hy 'b Io. and, Rome, 
Clements ,.  ardained by, Peter ; fo have 


#ther Churches. 4 ſe, w were by the 
> appoint Biſhops by -whoms "the 


poſtolique ſeed, or ce2) i +. ertenged n 


1 


_—_ _ al - ay | 


continued C lo Tertwllian s dePreſoii pt. 
adverl, Heretic. - 6-33.) ); thus was 
it of old ,, and frave tb \ beginning, un- 
to theſe later times, when tlie- change 
of that ancient forme of Church Govern» 
ment, began, ;'. that being - oecoftonally 
brought-in,C it troubles.co fay ie) with 
- 2. Reformation. (.Then T'fay ) was 
that occaſioneg, rather than deſigned, or 


approyed by che ficſk Rgfroners K 


For, the truth and; puritie of the Gof pel, 
being then oppoſed and perſecuted by Po- 
piſh Biſbops, thereby werethole Reformers 
enforced to a& in that. work of Refor- 
mation without theſe Biſhops, whom they 
could not gain, and who were to them 
lo contrary. AISLE ir 


| Yet did not thoſe Reformers in that, 
calt off Eniſcopacy, with aver ſneſs tothe 
Order ; but pnely in reſpe& of thole indi- 
vidual perſons of the Popiſh Biſhops 0Þ- 
preſſing, they the Reformers in the mean 
time profcſſing for Epiſcopacy,and greatly 
defiring ir, if. it might be, 


E 2 [t 
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It hot by ns endeavoured (xy they) 
that Biſlbpk be deppived of Government, 
0r.Powes.,, \but\t 1's ot firedy- "that they faffer 

(b) _ the Gifpet tobe purely qr (b)' 44 

confeſs: Au- 

ouſt per we have oft protefted, That we” do tveat]) 

qbyerzum approve” the 7p Polait' all ds; 
green Wt the \Oburch ant as mitth 4+ Wl 
lieth, we defire to preſerve them. ''We do 
not diſlike the authority of Biſhops, ſo that 
they would not compt\es to do be God's 

(c)ibid pa. commandments : (c) and yet again, We 

1093 do bere p2ote(t,and we would have it to be 
recorded, that we would willingly have y 
Fecleſuſtical and Cmonicel Poſitie,' If } be 
the Biſhops 'ceaſe th tyratntize over our 
Churches. This onr deftre ſhall excuſe ns 
with all poſterity, both before God and all 


(d)Apelog Nations. I) All which we have i{i%that 


Confel,Au- famous Arguſtan confeſſion of the Refor- 
guft per Pap mers, who from the word proteſt, fs fre- 
quent there , had thei and 'theiite the 
name of Proteſtants, they beirig, there 


(© JAG firſt called Proteſtants, as fYſi ang 
at Antioch (©) 


P2 137) 
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To the R zap. 

*\This' Auguſtan Confeſſion, or Profeſſzon, 
er Proteſtation, was (i Iened by the more 
eminently Learned in that age, and work 
of Re formation : Among w hom, even 
Calvin was a Subſcriber. 

Yet did others of the chief Reformers, 
adhere to their profeſſions made concern- 
ing the right of Epiſcopacy , both as to 
Order and Futiſdiftion, concluding, that 
in Juſtice it ought. not to be violated, (f') 
By what right or Law ( (aith Melancthonto 


(f) Hift. Au- 
© gult.confels, 


Camerarins,) nay we diſſolve the Eceleſraſti« yer chytr,p. 
cal. Politze , if . the Biſhops will grant us 359 


what . in reaſon they ought to grant : and 
though it were lawful, yet ſurely it were 
not expedient. And he writing to Lauer, 
Ton will not beliewe 'how they of. No- 
ricum «nd others hate me, Propter. reſti- 


tatam . Epiſcopis Juriſdiftionem, for re- 
ſtoring the Juriſdiction of Biſhops. (| 


6 ſt. 
And Camerarius in the lite of Mel anthony g) Hl uk 
ſaith thus of him, (þ) Melanfihon nony, 406. 


10ds  cefipulatere, ſe, 4 etiam authore ipſo 
| Luthero 
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Luthero &c. ) Melancthon not onely by the 
conſent, but even by adwice alſo of Luther 
perſwade d, that if Þ1 bops would grant 


free nſe of the true dottrine, the ordinary 


awer, and admmiſtration of their ſeverol 

Dioceſſes ſhould be reſt: wed to them; and 
even Bcz.4 who ſurceeded Calwin in Gee 
nevator rhe ſpace of ten years in like autts 
thority, ducring which-rime, he was ſtrict 
in his judgment as to his diſciplice : ; Yet 
after Danens his comeing thither, 
whereby that courle of continucing | ng 
in that place, was altered, and Beza Jaid 
by 3 Then could he fad. thoſe inconve- 
niences in that courſe, which he could 
not naw remedie, oncly, wiſhing it were 
othcrwile. $o ſpeaking of the 34th Ca- 
non, of thoſe called, the Apoſtles Canons, 
concerning rhe power of Metropolitans 
Ver Biſhops, Q: Quid alind (faith Beza )hic 


ſtatuiturquam ordo ille, quem in omnibus 


Eeeleſtis reſtituts:nr CHPINUS ; what is mm 
this appointed, but that order , which we 


(1) pera ile wiſh may b: reſtored, 1! all the Clhundoads C 
$1 4.miniſt. ('t et) I ſhall bh: t ad. that of ZLanchims, 


C. iQ, 
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(.one of the maſt learned of that fide. ) 

Hein aconfeſſion, or profeſſion of Faith by 

him compoled,ſj peakiny ot. Church Orders. 

aud ſaying that Arch- biſhops and Patri- 

archs may be defended, ( k ). And tending (« ; we, 
that lysconfetlion to others. for their ap- Zinch. de 
probation, and conſent in it; he found, > Oh 
exceptions taken at that ſaid by him con- 

ccrning thole Church Orders : his words 

arc. {I) A certain eminent pprſon, did write (1) obſervar 
to we thus, what. you write..of' your con- Hoke et 
feſſion , hath bzen by me, and by N, and 

others reqgived with greatdelight; it being 

fearnedly xurgtten,and in an gecuyate method, 

with whith (65 greatly pleaſed, if you 

except what in the ent you add of Arch: 

biſhops and that - Hierarchy. On which 
Zanchins payefb tor hintelt-this, Apolo- 

gre; when ( lait the) I wrote. this confe z- 
onof Faith : Idid write all things out of 
@ good eonſeieuce, audas I believed ſo did 
1 freely / pe Re Now my faith is grounded 
chiefly and ſmiply .on the word af God: 
ſomething alſo, in the next. place, on 
the common conſent of the. mbale., Ancient 
| ZH Catholique 


aÞ 


The Parracs , 
Cathdlique Chureh, if that be not repugnant 
to the Scriptures. I do alſo beleive), that 
what things were defined in Ovincits and 
received by the godly Fathers, gathered to« 
gether inthe name of the Lerd, by coymmait 
conſent of all, without any gainſayhij's 

the holy Scriptures, that thoſe things alſo, 
( though they be not of the fame antÞovity 
with the boly Scriptures) proceeded, from 
the holy Ghoſt. Hence it is, that i 
things that be of this hint, T y2 eiehby W! 

wr darewith a good conſtience Aiſlke. But 
what i15'moze certain ont of. Hiſto- 
2p, Eortntils',-and* wfitings of all 
ric Fathers, tfenthat thoſe O'ers 


of Minilters, whereof £1 ſpeaki 
were eſtabliſhed, and received by i 


common conſent of all Chziftend 

(Ons autem ego? Oe) Hnd who am I, 
that I ſhould difallew , what the, whole 
Church approveth - m#eyare /& the leart- 
ed mreyt of * on ties oppo Sork rowing 
that it was b#tb Tan fi l/ for the Pick fo to 
order it : and \{;a! thoſe things Froceede, 
anal «vpn a the beff eN8pp" and fl Yr 
the 


— 
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the edifying of the Ele&. (So Zanchins : 
he, in that; agrechng with the ſence + 
the moderate fort of Reformers. 

Notwithſtanding which, as a little 
ſtepping out of the right way , od ſo 
proceeding , makes ( in long: running ) 
the rettira more” difficult, to: thoſe: Re- 
formers ſtepping ſo, out of the right path 
of trath, inating ( as theydid )) withov 
Biſhops ( although thereunto enforced ) 
thereby was occaſion giver to thoſe fol- 
lowing, to proceed in that error, and fo 
farre, as not onely to be without Biſhops, but 
to be alſo to them ill ſpirited; which their 
leaders, 'were not, aud that , at length, 
ending in Schiſme, and $ eperation. 

Bur let ſuch conlider, that for that very 
thing was Aerins by the Fathers/ branded 
with h.creſie ( as-was before mentioned ? 
He, as an Arias firſt oppoſed Chriſt; and 
after, his Church, in its: government';"and 
chat! ou tingely, aid” Schiſmeticallyy' the 
orion whereof wonld: be conferred. 
Ic was his ſtanding for a BiſFoprick, in 
competition with Enſtathins, both of 
F them 
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them Arians, and in an Arian Church; 
( For very Arians allo held the true, Gor 
vernment of the Church by Biſhops ) 
Bur Acrins being put by what he lo am- 
bitiouſly deſired, and Exſtathins pretec- 
red to the Biſhoprick, thereupon, filcon- 
rented, ( diſcontent proveing oit, a-rife to 
hzreſies, and ſchilmes ) Aeris did firſt, 
ſer himſelf againſt, Erftathizs : and after 
againſt the whoje Epifcopul Order 3 teach- 
ing; that between a Presbiter, and a Bi- 
ſhop tbere is no difference ; That the order 
is the ſame,and the honour alike in both ec) 
" The very doGrine of oar late Aerians ) 
Bur in that was he oppolcd by St. Auguſtin 
9) *'3 (1). And by Epiphanus. ( ) both cen- 
1120685 3» = . "— 
(n Epiph, lurzng that, his- opinion for herefre ; Nor ! 
#6 75. was he-by-them: alone oppugned, but. 
Cas Epjpbanus ,, who lived inthe ſame; 
tumes with bim, addeth ) A! Churches 
both zn City, «nd Country, ſo deteſted him, 
and hs, followers, ( which were many.) 
that being ebandoned of allthey were farced 
; OYid. ivts folzwe rn open fields, and woods (0) which 
opinion of Acrins agiinſt Biſhops being 
0 


\, 


TothcR eapen. 
ſo by the Fatbts adjudged þereſteft was, 
i» than 4 jute to be. contrary to; Godls 
word ( for there 3s no ;htrefic, that is not 
contrary to Gods word. )-And let thoſe 
in-hiscaleamong us, fe to this : and: how 
fatfe they are gone in this ſeperation, caſt- 
ing of «be Satredorder of Biſhops,atrerly, 
contrary to the ſence of the firſt Reformer, 
-who wonld have bad Biſhops if they might, 
-butt abeſe will not, cthongh they may ; and 
choſe;ſncb Brſbops a3 are affeftionate to 
them-inthe truth. And readie to receive 
chem,( returning.) withembracements of 

love in Chriſtian Communion. 
' Whichſpoken of the Reformed Churches, 
afting in the firſt Reformation without Bi- 
ſhops, ts pot to be underſtood, as if they 
after contiwned withous Biſhops tor as {oon 
as could be, they did, ( many of them ) 
let up that holy Order of Biſhops and 
Arcchbiſhops in their Churches, Yet (l 
know not why )withoþ.xge of thoſe good 
ancient names tor worle > In Eccleſiys pro- 
teſtantium non deſuut reipſd Fpiſcepi 09» 
Arcbiepiſcopi, quogi #bntatiohopis gr cis no- 
ninibugin male latins, voent Superin- 
d. F 2 fendent? 5 


Cp } Zanch, 
oblerv.inc 


ThePxtrAc ti 
tendentes,» generales. Ouperinten- 
dentes, (faith Zanchivs ) The Projefi ett 
Churches, (underftand many of them ) 
want not Biſhops and. Archbiſhops, haweing 
them ineffeft ;, whom changing good Greek 
names, intwbad latine names, theyeall Du- 
perintendents and general Superin- 
tendent8. (p) And when-it 1s ſaid, that 


25. Aphor, of the reformed Churches, retainzing : Epiſ- 


i0.1h, 


copal government, there are Many) under- 
ſtand thoſe many, for the' more confidera- 
ble. Someof them holding to that Or- 
der, in ſubſtance, butunder varied names, 
{ as wasfaid)) others,under the proper ap- 
pellations of Archbiſhops and Biſhops ahd 
that in their primitive luſtre and digzity. 
Among theſe , and. above all, are the 
Churches of great Brataine and Jreland, ww 
this,emmently glorious ; where, that Apo- 
ftolical government is here held up,in name, 
and forme, in:#le,and ſubſtance 3-to the 
laſting honbar of-rhoſe our, Princes > who 
in that,as otherwiſe, well merited the Title 
of Defenders of the Faith ; ( A glorious 
gemme'in the Royal Diadem ) ani honour 
Imayſſay it)-peculinr-to His Sacre \d Ma 

. | jefty 


To'the R #h vitb. 
jeſty "C hubl>s they >.\ above alb-li-dbad? 
Progehir&ts'* the yhaviptdatnlaiacgined 
whatiof th they fotnd,vimd bad been 
delivered mro holy hands tral be 


| Series 
ment; but'He &fto?iog hand Wes by 
3 foble'bf iniquiPegatt by 'g Thaw! Ce AC) Plal 94: 
out'( as they irtended . Roorun! 977 
| _ praiſe bart —_—_ 
da(fuch were Afa,Febofuphais, Heurk;/ab, 
hy Tofrth)was 1 thiſes by Whom Gods 
worſhip'was firſt Setfed | David and So- 
lomon _ that Yhowe itt others; alc 
though oth&wi \ i» WaintHtin 
es aber fountt': ie dldives 
red to theirhaindg,vit 361 0m) ve? hn 
\ Among. theſe, Heahk> was kminenr; 
for te found lip wonheiohl 66 36ets 443 
the Temple defolex\Prophichetl arid? Shut 
up, and its Serwice nepleed;-and inters 
rupted. - He opened the doors of \ the houſe 
of the Lord. ( v.23.Yand; ordertd the'rartys 
ing out the filthyn&fv ont of the' Sannary 
('v.'$. 1'54 15; ) after, ſetling thoſe, ap= 
pointed or the holy Service, together-with 


ſ 


thewr*s cho (0/118 %e,') and all — 
him earthy hernifay at fon perfehed; ' Fo 
6 2:20} the 
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thefinf:;xdars anddeiimouth of bis Reign 
{yarn hodiefiaanior the mowh(v.rg} 
hz <.1tntpedibeely on his\comeing in, was this 
pen go and ip-was it induſtrioutly tollow+ 
charh fixteen dapaofs, mark, av ar fir 
15 Wks Lo tate pper{ian, ſhewing 
"ta framth*t Lprd,; ſo is it ioblerved 
(. v. 26-Jthat Geddprepared the popley fr 
the, things maarenePrgnainly i and, ( Chy 
4:3 IEA ſaidgioKheh an 7 udab;, the 
anti of Gad x4syo igitve they ove, heart, to. 
Ao the GCommandement of the' King, and 
of, ah Þ2i8ce8, bythe arg of ube Lordi: 
Oniall, whithtoHowgd, great jt fir 
falem ; fo ſince the timejof Selemon, the 
$or.:0f \DazidI ing oft Iſraell, there pras 
net theltke 6 Hierwfalerm 1 Qhr::30-36.) 

«Bo wait, In Heaeltels vaformationy lt 
which we. ſee his Sacred Majeſtte our dread 
Soeveraign y in-hls glorious wark 'of Re- 
fermatigny\lively, portrayed, 

1 42A, ta. the greatneſs Py the OT i& 
all was. among us in greateſt contyſ! ionf, 
and defarynation, by & pretended Ref arr 
mytion's Gods þoylgs praphane whis baty 
Dc FiceRgloGed,: intergypredy ayd. el 
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{ed ; ard the' Sacred ;'dnd:Offiers 
a the Cluireb cult r= rriinpheat 
on: and( i oxder1d) cheds nornfibioſts 
on were the 'amphopanyaromtcnyf whe 
Church Cthe-Lords: portivhs )\6arnlegi<' 
oily 1navated,; #hd:de rakvanned. 
ira  bandsgprevys and mabyy hereby up 
giged rooppoſe the very Officotorevers'! 

2. 'Ant|3s wene the priceddings.in\He-:+ 
zekiahe'viforiuartn, Ute 
of' His Mejeſties; aubtereably>=Rdron 
that work dit he fet 'hinafe(F early; even 
the firft yrar, the firſt momh, and'the'firfs\ 
day of the month, that is, immetimuly fact 
His Majeſties happ entrande! among! his 
pcoplegand before hisown Solemn'Sertle- 
ment on his Royal Throne/;'then,. were 
the doors of the Lords houſe by him'spened;. 
and the Sandinavy/ purgtd: from. filth, and. 
prophanation'' Then the buly offeces of the' 
Chirch'in Gods Serwiee Setled.' And our 
Apoſtolical Church Officers, ( pie in, 
and Biſhops ) ſet intheir reſpettive places. F 
And ſoon atrer, were alſo reflored the ft 
poſſeſſions of the Clureh, tor ſupport of 
thoſe attending that Sacred work. 


At aÞtbigdone, a5 it. were, 91. 4 ſud-. 
deingadpdentiy.s ard thecrfully, even. to, 
aftainſhment > that; ſhewing, is; n$#9- be, 
fſreww ihan; butifrom God : who,as hebowed, 
the bearte of” the: peoplei.as ane man to His 
Majeſtivd ontiBayalÞetſon;, usitg DNevig, 

(1) 2. Sam. (v2) {o] theiband arfi Lrod was on thaypev py, 
19-14 thathe gave shetvone beatt, to. do_the canes. 
maitdemeny of the) Bing, - a1, ef the 
PyinceScroweards:t bis, Rayel trfarvratian 
asig:Htzchichs (5)and thetfas tffere;! { fy) 

with a general rejdyceing #\ For the like thing, 

Bad mat beeniu England ſince the betyaning 

of Chriſtiznttyerni.- 25s 1 a Yo uhh 
cidnaltbwhicbggs: we haye'to. bleſs Cod: 
greatly tor {ich his goodneſs t6'his people : 
{otobeggdaily;his. piclerveing to, us his 
SderedAlayeRy ns cut nutfidg Father of 
hhs\Charch,: tagschcr; wich.ituche, of the, 

Princts, whit (:\ulden hui Majeſty.) have 

becn \'mi- chifv-great-work , caninently 10+) 
ſtrymenaalss ) nin tO hw) \onilen gt 
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| Tit. 1. ver. $,6,7,8,9. | Lo 

Ver.5. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that 
thou ſhowldeſt ſet in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as 1 
had appointed thee, 

6. If any be blameleſs, the huthand of one wife, 
having faithful children not accuſed of riot, or 
unruly. 

7. For a biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the ſteward 
of God : not ſtlf-willed, .not-ſoon' angry , not 
given to wine,n0 ſiriker not given to filthy lucre. 

3. But a lover of boſpitality,a lover of good men, 
ſober, juſt, oly, temperate. Mow wo 

g. Holding faſt the faithful word, as he hath bees 
m_ that be may be able, by ſound\do@rine, ; 


both toexhort and to convince thegainſayers- 


Hat,is here verified, which the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
> S. Paul (peaketh of himſelf, 
Sx his being daily preſſed with the 
Y care of All the Churches ; (a) (u) 2 Cor. 
LARS, that his care began in plant- , (20. 
| ings and was followed in 
watering, and continued in ſettling the Churches 
planted and watered. - 
Firſt, Planting where yet ;none were : In 
A which 


profcript. 
(4) Acts 
29, ZJTs 
{e) 1 Cor- 
2.0 5 


{f)1 Cores 
4+ 17+ 


(2)1 Tim. 


I ©,15. nnaro 


s | 


- 


which his pains were great, labours indefatiga- 
ble, and endeavcurs ſuccesful ; ſo that frow 
Jeruſalem, and round about unto Wiricum, 1 
have (faith he) fully preached the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. (b) In -which round about, are Arabia, 
Damaſews, Antiochia, Seleucia, Cyprus, Fampbilia, 
Piſedia,Licaonica, Siria,Cilicia, Phrygia, Galatia, 
Aifia, Tros, Achaia, —_ and many more 3 
over all which he paſſed in few years, in all, 
powerfully and effodtudily preachingthe Goſpel 
of Chriſt z ſo were thoſe Churches planted. 
Seccndly, After that, was his care alſo in 
watering and confirming the Churches ſo planted. 
And that did he: 1. By perſonal vifits (where 
it might be) and Zaying with them alſs (while 
it was permitted him 3) fo find we tim winters 
ing at Nicopolis of Macedonia , whence this 


(c) As 3- Epiſtle is ſent, (c) and continuing about Fphe- 
12.& inthe (7x the ſpace of three years. (d) 2. Allo, ſends 


ing others for that work , where he himſelf cou!d 
nut be : So in Corinth, where himſelf had plant- 
ed, there Apollo = watered wy and thither 
fent he alſo Timotbew, That (faith he) be ſbould 
bring you into remembrance of my ways which 
be in Chriſt , as I teach every where in every 
Church. (f) 3. Further allo confirming, in 
appointing ſome to be more conſtant and reſident, 
fr inſtructing and ordering the Churches z, ſo 
Timothy at Epheſus, (g) and Titus in Crete. (h) 
4+ That all by writing, where there was occa- 


To -+ 
(#)Tit1+5+ ficn £ ſuch are his Epiſtles, whether to thoſe ap- 


pointed 


OY RR” " 


AP RF” | 


(3) 

pointed in chief over the Chu ches.reſpeRive'y 4 
as to Trmothy and Titzs,or to the Churches them- 
ſelves ;, (o to the Romans, Ec. hereby confirms 
ing the ſouls of the Diſciples, and exborting 
them to continue in the faith, and that we muit (7)3* 14 
throngh much Tribulation enter into the Kingdom ** 

of God. (1) 

Thirdly and laſtly, His care was t1 ſetling 

the Church planted and confirmed. In that, 

was his care (as was ſaid ; continned. This Settle+ 

ment of the Church , was 1. By Order and Ges 

vernment there appointedz (without thatywere 

no ſettlement) for that, is Trtzs leſt in Crete, 

to ſet in order the things there wanting , &c, 

2. In appointing perſons fitly qualified for that 

work3 tor which is here allo provided (v. 6,7, 

8, 9.) where you ſce thoſe qualifications in 

ſuch required. 3. In both, previding for the 
ſuture, as for the preſent 3 and that, by Ordina» 

tion, ordaining Elders in every City. Ordination 

is a ſtanding Church Ordinance 3 anfwerirg 
mortality, ſupplying vacancies, and extending 

fo all in hi ly Orders3 not to thole of lower rank 

onely, ts whom (in common (peaking) Ordine- 

tien {cemeth to be now almolt reft ained5 but 

rifing to the higher alto, even te Biſhops, in xe- 

ſpeft of whom, it is now termed, commonty, 
Conſecration. Conſecration is the higheſt act of 
Ordination. Ordination includeth Conſecrations 

ſo are Biſhops ordained , as Timothy ordained 

Biſhop of Fpheſnss (k) and, Titus ordained (i)2 Tim. 

B 2 Fiſoop PORt[ C11} to 


ioctr. 


(49. 
Biſhop of Crete. (1) This is the wotk of this 
day 3 for which, and for what concerns it, are 
theſe words now choſen, 


In which words you have the perſons in thic | 


{acred Miniſtration c« nſ1dered, 

1.1n their place,order and work ,(v. 5+) 

2. In their qualifications, apting and fitting 
tor that work (2.6,7,8,9.) 

t. As to the perſons in this great work of 
Church Settlement ; lee them here ccnlidered as 
chief and ſubordinate : . firſt, the Apoſtle, next, 
and under hin, Titus 3 and by Tits, others or- 
dained and ordered : $o was it there, 10 in ether 
Churches ; fo was it then, and to be lo in the 
Church ſxcceſſively for ever 3 which gives us 
this DoGrinally, 


That in Order and Church:Government , # 
Church- Settlement. 


In wich, ſpeaking of Order, are excluded 
Parity and Community. 

I. Parity ; That, and Government, are incon- 
hſtent 5 for, if all equal, Who then ruling ? 
who ruled 2 Who ordering ? who ordered ? 
Inter pares non eſt poteſtas > Government there 
ceaſeth, 

2. Community : That alſo 1s here excluded : 
Community as to Government, 1s but confuſion, 
Let £ makers , and ſuch, ſee to this 5 among 
whom (in Divine things) is mo diſtin&iou of 
Offices 


- 


—— 


Offices, or perſons, no, nor of Sexes, even very 
women) to whom it'is not permitted, but ex- 
prelly torbidden, to ſpeak in the Church, the 
Apoltle crying ſhame on ſuch 0 ſpeaking, Cm) (1m) 1 Corll 
yet even women lo ſpeaking, are among theſe 14343" 
allowed, 
Laſtly, All with them depending (in Divine 
duties) on «xcertain Impulſes, whenloever, and 
from whomloever : Wherein, let them ſee, if 
luch impulſes be{what they pretend) from God), 
God ditowning confaſtron,and that in the Church 
clpecially : God is not the author of confuſion, 
but of peace,as in all the Churches = Saints.(n) () 1 Cu: 
And what greater conſulion , than for a body 1 4-33» 
to beall ina heap and lump, without head or 
foot , or diſtindtion of members? So is it 
there. 
Levelling Parity therefore, and confuſed coms+ 
munity, are 1n this, excluded, as contrary to 0r- 
der, Government an Settlement. 
Theretorc Order here intended, is that where-' 
in is diſtin@ion of Offices and perſons, and &- 
grees, in way of Superiority and Subordination : 
This Nature, and Reaſon, and Scripture (hew 
to be neceſlary. 
1, So is it in the body natural; where the 
the members are diſtingxiſhed in order and uſe 5 
which is by the Apoſtle exccilently exprelled, 
"0) ſhewing, that the body is not one member, ()1Cor,12 
bnt many 3, (p) and, if the whole body were an (;) Ver, 14 
rye, where weye the hearing, and if the whole 
were 


— 
—_ _— =O 
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(1) Vere17s 


(r)Ver.20, 
() Vei » 3. 


i) Ver. 25. 


a: 

were hearing, where Lf A welling, (q) and 
if they were all pne nrember, where were the bocly ? 
but now are they many members, yet but one 
body; (Tt) ſbewing after, the »ſe of that dis 
ſtinFion, in the uſefulneſs 1hereby of each mems- 
ber to other , and of all, to the body; (+) and 
that thereby, there ſhould be no ſchiſm in the 
body (t) applying all that to a 3 that as the body 
* one, and hath many members, and all the men;- 
bers of that one bod) being many, ave one body; 
ſo alſs (faith the Apoſtle) # Chrijt (ver. 12.) 
that is, Chriſt AfgStical, conlidered as compleat 
in head and body, he the head, we (taking n 
the Church Cztholick, or Utverſal) being bis 
hody, and each of ws diſtinct wewbers 'n that 
hedy under him the head. Laſtly , a | that, is 
applicd to the preſent bulinels 3 God((aith he) 
hath ſet ſome in the Church , rſt, apoitles, 
ſecondarily, Prophets, thirdly, Teachers, after 
that, miracles, then gifts of bealings, helps, go-+ 
vernments, diverſities of tongues ? ( adding) are 
all Apoſiles, are all Projhets, are all Teachers, 
are all workers of miracles, have all the gifts of 
healing ? do all ſpeak with tongucs, do all intere 
pret # (ver.28,29.) ſothere, Inal!, ycu ſcea 
diſtintion of members in the Lody natural, diltint 
in order and wſe ; and that, every way, meceſ- 


ſary. 


2. Sce itfo alſo in the body Politique, in a! 
civil Socaeties of men in every condition, whether 
In families or corporations (2 word borrowed 

tri 7 


— 
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—— 


7) 
from the bodyz )or in States. In any of which, 
it no diſtinttion of perſons, or of callings, it 
not difference in place or degrees, how,in reaſon, 
can that family, city or Kingdom ſubfilt ? 

3. And it fo elſewhere generally,(in the Zody 
Natural and Politick) then fo in the Church, 
(Chriſts Myſtical Body) and thereeſpecially, the 
Church being in this, leading to others. God 
(ſaith the Apoſtle)zs not the author of confuſion, 
but of peace , AS in all the Churches of the 
84ints (w) Andin that, hath Gods care appears (») 1 Cor. 
cd particularly, as is evidenced. 14+33- 

1. In the former Miniſtration and Govern- 
went of the Church wnder the Law ; where God 
appointed, 1. One in chief, an High-Prieſt, Su: 
petior to all in Divine things 3 he overſeeing, (>) Zac'3 
ruling and judging Gods Houſe. (x) Gods houſe (3)1 Ti. 
is his Church. (y) 3, 15. 

2. Under him the High Prieſt, were Levites, 
the lowef# in that Miniſtration, 24 more res 


ſtrained in duty and at diſtance in the ſervice of (z) 1 Chro. 


the Tabernacle, (z) 23+ 29, 29% 
3. From among the Levites were Prieſts choſen: 30,3 1,34 
who were, as to Order, bigher than Levites, and 
in ſervice more full, and neaxer the Altar, Taber- 
nacle or Temple, 
4+ And whereas there were of theſe Prieſts 
ſeveral conrſes (24 in number) we find each of 
theſe 24 courſes of Prieſts to have bad an Over 
ſeer (a) or chief Prieſt 3 of which chief Prieſts, (a) 1 Chro, 
much is ſpoken in the New Teſtament, = 2447.00 19% 
ebief 
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Num.13,14 


(b) Numb. 
16.3, 


(4) Nan by 


16+ 3; 


(8) on 
chiif Prieſis were in degree and dignity, next the 
bieh Prieit, and above all others. 

Thus, and ſo, was the Church then ordered, in 
way (you ſee) of preheminnce and ſubordinati- 
on : God himſelf ſo appointedit. 

But is it not now, under th: New Teſtament, 
otherwiſe? Is nut that diſtinction now removed, 
all Gods people being holy, (b) and all now a 
Royal Prieſthood £ which is ſpoken of Saints in 
a generality. (c) 

[t is indeed what ſome would have therein, 
giving a general liberty to all, for ating in boty 
things in common, one 4s another ; or where that 
is by others reſtrained, they notwithſtanding 
allow not in the Church, government in chief, 
but taking that frum others, that they them- 
ſelves might rule, 

In which, as to that general liberty for aFing 
in way of Parity or Community ; that 1s already 
caſt off, it being inconſiſtent with Order or 
Government (a3 hath been ſhewed.) 

And as to that ſaid of a the Lords people bee 
ing holy, therefore none to aſſume a Propriety in 
Divine Offices more then others( which is the con- 
ſequence by ſuch contended for) there needs 
no more to be ſaid of that, but to know whoſe 
reaſoning that was; Was it not Corah and his 
factious Ciew,by whom that was urged, againſt 
Aaron and his (b)Prieſi hood, which had been by 
God himſelf appointed ? thatgtherefore IChope) 
will not be now again infiſicd on, 

Laſtly, 


(9) 

Laſtly, To what is faid of all Gods peoph, 
that all are a Royal Prieſthood (e) therefore all (*) 10et. 2 
to aÞ accordingly ; (which is by ſome interred) 5”: 

1. What priviledge 1s in that vow, which had 

not been before, under the Old Teſtament ? 

for of them alſo is that ſpcken, ( f.) and /*) Exc 
yet none then fo atted notwithitanding , 19. 6. 
who had not been thereunto peculiarly calicd, 

2. All Gods people are laid to be Kings allo, as 
Prieifs5 (a Royal Tricſihood, or a Kingdom of 

Prieſts. ) (g) And are all Kings # ina lenſe they (o)Exol.19 
areio; and in that ſenſe and not otherwiſe, 6. 
are all Prieſts allo, AZ, that are truly Gods, Rev. 1. 6. 
are Kings, but that ſpiritzally, and in a private 15? 
capacity, as to our ſelves onely3 lo are we Kings 
(ver our ſelves, ruling over our own hearts and 
palſrons, the greateſt rule 3 (h) He 1hat is ſlow (b) Prov. 
to anger, is better than the mighty 5 and he that \ ;.;. 
ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh a sity3 lo, 
are we a7 Kings. And lo, are all of ws, Prieſ;s 
alſo 3 that is, ſpiritually 5, lo as are our Sairi« 

fices, an holy Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſs - 
erifices, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. (1) All (51 ; Per, 
of us are alſo Prieſts in our private capacities, all 2.5, 

pr ayine for our ſelves and others, and exhorting 
each other to good:this is incumbent on a Ch: i- 
tiuns, as Chriſtians,in way of private duty, not of 
Office : For as to publick Office, that appeitaineth 
to ſuch only as are thereunto exprejly caf2d,and 
peculiarly appointed; No wan taketh this benor 
io himeif, but be that is called of Cod, as was 

B Aaron 


C10) 

Aaron: So alſo even-Gbriſt glorified not himſelf 
to be made an high Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto 
him, Thou art my ſon, to day have I begotten 
thee (as faith the Apoſtle, Hebr. 5. 4,5. and it 
not Chriſt, until called to it, then ture:y nore 
other 5 therefore, was King Vzziab ſacrificing, 

-b) 2 Chro- juſtly of the High Prieſt reproved, and by God 

26. 16, 17, himſelf puniſhed : (k) To all it is given to be 

1$,19,29, Prieſts in way of private priviledge , not as to | 

: 1, Office pnbliquely. 

Such were Gods Appointments in this, undey 
the Old Teſtament ; nor is it now under the New 
Teitament otherwiſe : And fo far is it from ſuch 
a change now, that the New Teitament Miniſtra- 
tion may be obſerved, to be moelled to that of 
the Old Teſtament 3 yet, with allowance of neceſ- 
ſary variations, according to the change of mes 
and things : This appears in both Teſtaments, 
both as to Service «a»d Government. 
L As to Servite 3 See ours under the New | 
Teſtament, anſwering thas of old (a'\though not 


the ſame,) 
1.For as therewas then a Prieithood, ſo now als 
ſo: So was it propheſied of the Gentile Chriſtian 
($I. 66, Church,Ck) I wilt take of them for Prieſts,aud for 
21, Levites, Jnith the Lord: the admitting Gentiles 
into the Prieithood was new, to what was for- 
merly; that is here promiſed. And ſee that ex: 
preſſed in an Old Teſtament ſtile, by Prieſts and 
Levites, ſhewing a conformisy in both Teſtaments, 
in that. to cach other, 


2. As 


( 11) 
2. As then were Priefss, fo an Altar, at which 
thoſe Prieſts officiated 5 1o now alſo have we our 
Altar.Let not this offend any; it thould not,they 
being the Apoſiles words : We have {faith he) 
an Altar, whereof they bave no right to eat, which 
ſerve the Tabernacle:U)The words We, and They, /n\Hel.. i 3, 
diſtinguiſh perſons, and tres, and ſervice; yet 19, 
both agreeing in an Altar for each ; But not 
now as then 3 for otherwile, the right of thoſe 
Prieſts wou'd be to this Altar, as to that, but in 
that, the former Prie{thocd is here excluded. 
3. And as to the Sacrifices on that Altar 3 
Bullocks, Ec. were then offered 3 (m) ſo have (#)Plal.51. 
we ours alſo : but, the Calues of our lips (n)'%+ _ _ 
prayer apd praiſe, the fruit of our lips (that is (#) Rob14. 
- : 2, 
our Sgeritice to God _) grome thanks to bis (,\ Heb.1 3. 
name. (0) 15. 
4. Maintenance alſo ſor thoſe ſerving at the 
Altar, is new, from what was fozmerlp : Do 
Je not know (lah the Apoſtle) that they which 
miniſter about holy things, live of the things of 
the lemple; (('then:) even ſo hath the Lord or- 
dained, that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould (p)1 Cor. 
live of the Goſpel. (p) 9,13,14: 
5. And even our very Sacraments allo are (in 
matter) fromthe Old Teitament, although not 
now as then 5 1. Oxr Baptiſm 15 borrowed from 
their Leg.cdl Waſhings, 2, And our tread and 
IWine in the Lords Supper from th» Vaſſeover rites; 
but, as to nu;ure, w/e and efficacy. valt'v differs 
zine : So, have you teen the New 7 frament 8 'r- 
L 2 Vice 


vice (as to fo much, and fo far) ordered and 
conformed to_that before under the Old Teſta- 
ment. (The time wilt not allow me to inſtance 
further in it.) | 
II, Seeit ſo as to Churth-Dovernment a/ſo, 
ours and theirs: Ours being now, in ſubſtance. 
modelled to the form of the Old Teſtament. 

1. For as then there was an Hieh Prieſt over 
the Houſe of God, Supreme and ruling all there 5 
ſo is it zow;, and ſ#ch to us, is Jeſws Chriſt our 

(;) Heb.1o great High Pricſt, (q_) of him, and of his 

21, Prieſthcod and work, were thoſe High Prieſts, 
in their Perſon, Office and Work, types and ſhas 
dows 5 therefore, they,'and all that, to ceaſe and 
give way, Chriſt, the true High Prieſt being ma- 
niteſted, and his work finiſked. 

2. Under that High Prieſt were Levites (as 
ycu heard) and they, loweſt in that ſervice, and 
more at diſtance, and ſhort in mmiſtring, To 
theſe anſwer our Deacons, an Othce Apoitolically 

(:)ARs 1, 4Pppointed,(r) and a name from Miniſtring 3 theſe, 

5.1.t07, are with us loweit in Office , and reſtrained in 

1 [1m.3.10. work, nct admitted to all ſacred duties (for a 
time) as it was with the Levites of old. 

3. Asont of thoſe Levites, Prieſts were called 3 
theſe being in degree higher and zeerer the Altar 
in their miniſirings : Soamong ware alſo Prieſts ; 
(called fo as formerly or it called E/ders(a name 
by ſome rather delighted in) yet is even hat, 

(12 Ki,19.2 an Old Teſtament name allo, (5) thence borrows 
114.37, 2» ed, and derived, and ccntinued to us. Theſe 
our 


our Prieſis , cr Elders, arc ( a3 thoſe before 
choſen ont of our Levite»Deacons 3 (lo from their 
conformity may I call thew :) And theſe our 
Prieſts, as the other, are in order above Deacons, 
and more enlarged in werk and duty, 

4. And as there, amung thole Prieſts, there 
were ſome above others, who although of the 
ſame Order (both being Prieſts) yet were they 
in degrees dittering, one being to the other Su» 
per:our ; therefore termed Overſeers, and Chief 
Prieſts : Thele were as to place, next to the High 
Prieſt, and above all others : And ſuch with a9 
were the Apoſiles of our Lord, they being (in | 
the Rule and Government ofthe Church) xext | 
unto Chriſt the High Prieſt, and above all others : 

Hence. firſt Apoſtles,is the place given them?(t) (11, Cor, 
they aie firſt,and among all other Officers in the 12.23, 
Church the piincipal. 

In which Apoſtolick order and work, were lome 
things Fxtraordinary, and fome things Ordinary, 

I, Extraordinary : (tor among the Extrao! - 
dinury Offices in the Church are Apoſtles (v) 1 Cor, 
reckoned (») L2.:8, 

That (I ſay) in this their Office Extraordinary, 
was their meaſhre of gifts, infallibility of their 
doftrine, and the extent of their charge, their 
univerſal care of all the Churches throughout the 
whole world 3 for although ſome of them were 
for tie Circumciſion, or tor the Jews principally 3 
and cthers for the Uncircumciſion, or Gentiles 
more elpecially, (w_) yet was not the extent = Gal.2.7 
rac | 


(:)£: c 

)Ohile.o. the Apoſtles a lor. S. Paul the aged, (a) had bis 
J2 [1117 time at haud in which be was to be offered up) (db) 
\s.. {iz was $.Peters tabernacle to be put off ſPortly3(c ) 
- **how then t: the end of the world-L oth are true; 


tor that which tailed with their Perſozs, laſts an 


Ty 


L4- 


Ne. RR 
the Apoſtolick power of either, 1n that limit: 
ed,neither their univerſal care of all the Churches; 
the care of all the Churches was on S. Paul the 
Apoſile of the Gentiles : (x) Thele things in the 
Apoſtolick officeextraordinary,wei c ix d to their 
perlons, and with themſelves expired and de- 
termined, In that had they no Succeflors ; 
theref: re Romes pretence to an unmverſal Bi- 
ſhoprick , and SHPrema”y of care, and rule over 
all the Churches in the wor:.4. 1nd thatzas S. Peters 
Succeſſor , 1s but Vſurpaiicn, 25 the preterce to 
Infallibility is allo evidenced to be other- 
wile, 

2. Put in the Apoſtolick Office and Work, was 
ſomething allo Ordinary : Such was their Overe 


ſeeing, Ordering, Ordaiming, Preaching and Bap- 


tizing. This part of the work is /aiting 3 this 
1; now, and ever holding in the Church to all 
gene; ations 3 which is intended in their Cor 
miſſion given them by our Lord, (y) Go ye and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them, Ec. and teach: 
ing them 10 obſerve-all things whatſoever, I have 
commanded j on, and lo I am with you alway ( {aith 
Chriſt) 16 the end of the world. But Irw that 
to theend of the world £ of the Propheis it 15 


1.1.5 ſaid, that they are dead, (z)) and thar is true of 


their 


[ 
their Office, and 1n their Work, and Succeſs 
ſors : So had the Apoſiler Succeſſors. And 
accordingly do we finde them providing 
for Succeſſzon, both as to perſons and work. For 
that, were Timothy and Titys diawn in , and 
ordained by the Apoſtle S. Paul, to; be then, lis 
Aſliſtants, and to be after, his Sweceſſors, for 
ſupplying his place , care, and work in their 
Churches reſpectively z h2 appointing them al- 
ſo to ordain others with, and under them, and 
others after to ſucceed theſe ;, ſo, to generatiurs 
untvu the end of the World : Of whch, and of 
the c.1re{pondence of both Teſtaments S. Hierom 
ſpeaks thus, (d) That we may ſee Apoitolical (4) 


4 


Hi, Fr, al 
Traditions to be taken out of the Old Teſtament, © = 
look what Aaron and his Sons, and the Levites 
were in the Temple, the ſawe let the Biſhops,Prieſts 
and Deacons challenge in the Church : And(e)We () 1-em a1 


Nepotianums. 


know Biſhops and Prieſts to be what were Aaron fYCordes 
and his Sons; And S. Cyprian ca'leth Biſhops the D = Che 
Apoſtles Succeſſors : (f) AU Biſhops are the Apo- (4 ) Hier, a 
ſiles Sneeeſſors, (aith S. Hierom. (g) Evagr, 

And as ſo,do we finde the Apoſtles name,place 
and work, to have been by the 4poſiles given 
to theſe their Sweceſors. 

IH. As to the Name: The very name of Apoſtle 
is ſo given to Epaphroditus Biſhop of the Phi- pt 
lippians, as Bullinger calls him 5 (þ) him dorh (5) Pings 
S. Paxl call ther. Apoſtle, Philip. 2.25. ſo isit in 7 © © 
the. Original; whereas in our Englith/{it would 
be enquired how well) it is rendred Ae/ſen- 
£ers For 


* 
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(') Amlref, For of Ambroſe Ev e words, (7) He (Epa- 

in Phil. 2. phroditus) is by the Apeſtles made their Apoſtle. 

And S. Hierome writing on thole words, Ay 

Fellow Souldier, and your Apoitle : Fellow Soul- 

dier (faith he) by reaſon of his honor, becauſe 

he alſo had reccived the Office of being an 4po- 

(t) Hier." tle among them (k). Again, By thoſe chojen 
Poil.2. | F 

" by eur Lord, were eth:rs ordained Apoſtles, as 

appears, in that to the Philippians (Phil. 2.25.) 

Fpaphroditus your Apoſtle, 10 S. Hrierom. (Cie 

mentgin Gal. r. 19.) But that name Apoſtle wag 

not intended for a laſting name, as Theodorct 

(N 7/+5d.in eblerveth, (1) In time paſt they called the ſame 

1,1, men Presbyters and Biſhops, and they who are nw 

called Biſhops, they named Apoltles; but z proceſs 

of time they left the name Apoitle to then pre- 

perly cal.ed Apoies, and the name of Biſhop they 

gave tothem who had been Apoltles. Apoſtle was 

their #2, and.cven that name cf Biſhop (nc.w 

more tixcd) is what they had from the Apoſtles; 

trom whom they derive their Oihce, that of 

Fiſlop, wasthe 4peſtles own name of Office. $0 

Cn) Afts 1 Judas numbred with the Apoſtles, and obtain- 

\.-** * ing partof the ſame Miniſtry with them the Ape 

/ [tlethip nr) that his A4poſtleſhip iz called his 

Cffice (fo we 1cad it) but by the LXX, it ig 

rend-ed , his Biſhoprick,) let another take hjs 

(Palm Officeor BiſLoprick, 5(n) which word Biſhoprick 

10.8, is is uſed by the Apoſtle S, Peter, Citing that in 

/\ aus Pſalm 109.8, according to the'LXXg' fo V and 

Hh whar is there called by the name of Brſhoprick , 

: IS 


17) 

Is iifter called aolihdis : (p) Ihe Apoſtles were 
bil ops, Which are the words of S. Ambroſe (in 
Fpheſ.4:t1. & 2 Cor. 12.28.) And that name 
bf Biſhop veas derived to the zpoiiles from thole 
I: ot Whom (under the Old Teſtament) they 
de#i6e( 1t 1 way lo fay)i mean theſe Chief Prieſts, 
elled in onr Enghſh,0verſcers, but by the LXX 
Filleps : (9) Overſeers and Biſhops are the fame; 
{ft Ihe Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, (lo 
in our Engliſh) but in the Greek,Byſbops : which 
the 4poſiles name Biſhop is thus given (you 
ſee) to their Succeſſors Biſhops to this day. Thus 
as Chriſt the High Prie(t hath the Name of 
Apoſile (Heb. 3. 1.) and Biſhop (1 Pet. 2. 25.) 
and as they ſent by him(his Apoſt.es )were ſoal- 
ſo calledz(o are in like manner they who are by 
the Apoſtles ſubſtituted, as you have ſeen. 

I. And as the 4poſtolick name, lo, the ſame 
work alſo, (as, Teaching, Ordering, Ordaining, 
Cc. is by the Apoitles committed to their Site 
ceſſors, for this canſe left 7 thee in Crete, that 
thou ſheuldſt ſet in order "the things that are 
warting, and ordain Elders in every city, as T 
bid appointed thee, ſich the Apoſ:/e hereto Tir 
his Swccefſor. (s ) The ſame work being in 
all others in like place and t: uſt in the Church 
for cver. 

Il, And for carrying on that gyeat work 
and name, had theſe, the Ap: {tles;$uccflors, 
the Ap: ſtles p/ace and argrce alſo in theChurch 3 
in being above others, and to be accordingly 
C r eff eied 
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(4 )Nehein. 
11,14. 


( r ;AQ> 20, 
23s 


Q Tit 1 G 


” II 


(t) Aj ul Nog A! ſts 
Immun l-cums tenent Efile 
C['ly af ud Eos, tertius ct 
Enjcopns ; guid 251214 108 
frimum  af'ts ' whos elf 
no: 'ſim'm., Hierwm, 
Ep. 54 ai! Ma ceuam 


(18) | 
reſpctcd and eſteemed. (t) Among ns((aith S, Hite 


rome) Biſhops have the place of the 
Apoſtles : which his Expiettion , 
Among us, {heweth bow Biſhops 
were eſtcemed among Oxthodex Chris 
ftrimsz, other, than was among He- 
retichs, fach as Montanus, and bis 
followers, againſt whom he there 


adverius Morutanum writcs 3 blami.g them, for lo des 


ret! ng and y" iiyng that {acred 
and high Order. us they didz 1nd wkat is amore 
us, chief and firjt (\perking ot Bilhbops) that is 
(faith heMaſt with them: (with Aontanns and |;'s 
Fadtion 5 } with thewr Biſhops are in the third and 
liſt place. So, S. Fieromes on whom I fix 
rather then on many other, to that purpole, 
he being vndertrvvd by the contrary {:de, not 
to have been of the beſt friends to Biihops, yet 
in this, is the priviledge and prehetminence of 
Eiſhops by him acknowledged, atierted, and 
cven (you ſee) contended for, Thus was it 
in S. Hieromes time, 400 years after Chriſt; it 
having bcen fo continued to his days from the 
tL.nes of the Apoſtles : fo allo after S.Hieromes 
time, through all ages of the Church, until that 
Schilm railed about 126 yrarsfince, in Geneva, 
An.1541(a year to us,in the w-xt Century. 16.41. 
onthe lame account fata': whereby, we hud this 
Sacred Hierar:by trampled on by ite rio! £l- 
ders, by whom (although the ame of Biſhop 
would be fo:gotten}yet 1s the place &+ power, 184 | 
work 4 


i9 
f Eiſhops by M5 notwith{tanding ambiti- 
ly 'ought after, & lacrilegiouſly,ulurped,8& to 
theniteives a'one appropriated;aftirming, al ſpoz 
hn of Biſhops to be intenaed onely of Elders, and 
waking I laers and L:ifhops the ſame, without diff ts 
rue of degree, or prehemincnce in any kind.Some 
Community there 1s indeed between Tijlops and 
Fliers, yet lo, as that even in that, there ap- 
pears ſuthcient te preſerve to Biſhops their Fes 
2:7, Work :nd Dignity,diſtin and above thoſe, 
who wou'd themſelves hive a/ without ſharing. 

Let this be conſidered diſtinfly in that come 
munity , which 1s by theſe Elders challenged 
with Biſbops bi thin Nameand Work 3 by which 
they conclude Biſhop and Elders the ſame, and 
th-..fclvcs all. 

As to the rames of Biſhops and Elders promiſe 
enouſly uſed ; for that, are theſe places of 
Scripture, among others,by them,inſultingly,ins 
ſiſted on particulari'y, Ads 20. 23. where the 
Elders of the Church of Fpebeſus (v. 17.) arc 
v. 28 , Ca led Overſeers, or Liſhops (lo in the 
Greck. ) Alfo Phil. 1. 1. the Apoſtle ſaluteth 
the Suints at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deas 
cons: Sce (lay they) Biſhops (plurally) many 
of them in the ſame City 3 theretore intended 
of Elders, mot Biſhops , and thar_there alf» 
Biſhops and Deacons onely are named, not Fllders, 
Elders notwithſtanding being intendeds theres 
fore conc'uding, that in t122t of Biſhops, ELters 
ere underſtood, and not Biſbops, 
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And even this Text allo (Tit«1.5, 7.) is by 
them urged to that purpoſe ; whwe are Flders 
in every City (v. 5.) and thoſe Elders (v.5.) cal- 
led Biſhops {v. 7.) 1, Therefore (lay they} to 
be meant of Elders properly, and not of Biſhops 
on all, concluding that Elders and Biſhops (lo 
premilcucnſly vied) are therefore the ſame,and 
not diſtingniſhed ; and therefore no preheminence 
in biſhops over Elders :: Thele are the Allegations 
and wferences,in thiswhich ae tu be examined, 

But, the promiſcuous uſing of thoſe two names 
of Biſhops. and Elders (the p. incipal ground of 
theſe reaſonings) is far from fach concinſions 3 
that becauſe Elders are called Biſops, or Biſhops 
Elders, both therefore to be the ſame , without 
priority or ſubordination > Whereas on the con- 
trary, we find »ſually in Sciipture, the names 
of one degree given ts another, without corfound- 
ing them as the ſame 5 or, in that, abating any wy 
the dignity of the higher. Sce this in the ame 
of Deacons (a name from miniſtring 5) avd 
that. an order loweſt in our Miniſtration : y*t, 
is that given to bigher Urders: So 't Timoruy, 
Biſhop of Epheſus, (a\vS. Pan/. If thou put the 
brethren in remembrance of 1heſe things , thou 
ſhalt be a good (Deacons) we iwnder t Zliyj- 
ſter: (v) lo ſpeaks the Apoſtle of himſcir, 7 
Paul am +915 a Afmiſter,,Col.1.25 x the whole 
Apoſtleſt ip 1s allo calioil Canna Liicorſs ip, or 
Alimiſiry ( W}3 aud cven Teſs Le tu lclt 
the great High Prieft, is Called a Ceacon; Jeſns 
the 


CO” 
o 


| (21) 

Chrift was (view) a Minifier of the Circums (+) Roms 

ciſien 3 (x) Or, miniſtring to thoſe of the Cir- 15:5. 

eumciſion. (y ) ()) Math, 
But becauſe our Frglfb readings in this, and **'** 

in the Or:ginal are diverſe; therefore not 1o 

cicar to every apprehenſion 3 let this therefore 

be coni:dered in that other of Elder, where it 

is mote plain, In that, we finde the Apoſcle 

S. John terming himſelf an Elder, more than 

once , the Elder to the ele Lady, (z) and the (z) 2 Johns 

Elder to the well beloved Gains (a) : SoS.Peter , © 

of himſeif, 2he Elders which are among you, I(:) ; John 

exhort, who am alſo an Flder(b).. You ſcein v.1, 

that, the Apoſtles called Fiders 3 yet doth not G)1Per.5.1 

that conc:ude, Apoſtles and Elders to be the lame. 

For tow oft do we read of Apoſtles and Elders as 

diſtin, (c) Nor doth it conclude , Apoſiles (c) Ate 15, 

and Llaers to be equal, becauſe Apoſtles are EI ,* 4. .: 

ders 5 bur, this it ſhews, That aff Apoitles are +; ha 

Elders ; mit, all Elders Apoſiles, and that not- 

wuhilauling that community ef names , they 

{t:1] are diſtinguiſhed 1g, Legree and Dignity. 

SQ) i+ it as to Biſhops and Elders in like manner, 

the name of Elders is given to Biſhops, and of 

Biſlops to Eldersboth are true; For 2 1be Biſhop 

(1-1th S. Ambroſe) are all Orders, becanſe be is 

the firit Priest.that is.the Prince of the Prieſts(d). (4) Ambr.in 

Again, (ec) of a biſhop an 1 Preslyter, there is Epbel.4. 

ore Order for either of them as a Prieſt, but the (e) 14. in 

Biſhop is the att3 ſo that toery Biſhop is a 17.3, 

Presbyter, but not eve: y t resbyter a Biſhop. So 

S. Ambroſe 
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S. Ambroſe, Thus all — Hl are granted to 
be Elders, and ſowe Elders are Bithops, but 
all Elders are not Bithops. They who ſay they 
are, mvſt prove .it, betore they can 'conciude 
any thing to purpuſe : Nor will that do it, 
which they alledge out of Acts 20. where the 
Elders of the Chnrch of Ephejus, (v. 17.) are 
termed Overſeers, or B:thops : ( v.28.) tor thoſe 
Elders were indeed Bilthopsz it not a#, yet 
ſome of them, and to tholc ſome tor al, is there 
ſpoken as Biſhops. This appears in that, Fpheſivs 
was a See Aetropolitical, comprehending ſ#.z 
the eſs (a large Jurildictr n. ) So in the fixth 
general Council of Conſtantinople, Theodorns 

(/) £1224, Bithop of Epheſus thus lublcribes, , ©) Theodo- 

Cont utin'. rus by the mercy of COd, bilkop and Primate of 

Alione 17. Epheſus, the Metropolis of the 4ftan Province,or 

(: ) Adi. 18. Dioceſs : (g) A.lv of Polzcrates B'ibop t Fpbe- 
ws, Enſebins ſaith, that be was Ruler or chje of 

() Er\.b.!. the Bithops of Aſta3 (h)and that by bx A4uibo- 

F- £424; rity he did aſſemble a Provincial Synod to aiſtnſs 

"j)Ib.£.25% ihe queſtion about Faſter 1 \ » and that he did 

: UC 0 Sznodical Lettcr to Iitor Pill p of 
RE eaſel TE «4 e hind allo inthe 4.7 '7wn7, 
or dijiribution of Chu. ches by Leo the Fmperor, 
that Ppheſus wasa Aletropolis,\-aving 3* Suffragare 

(\) Iw. Bihops35 (k,) and ſo 1s Epheſus to be under: 

cre, 99 ſtood in Ads 20, as Afetropolical 3 and that 
meeting of Elders, or Bithups there as Provin- 
cial: For it is there calicd not the Churches, 
but the Church of Eph:ſus, Actropolitically ; 

yct 


23 
yet, Elders (plurally ) implying. more than of 
one Church: And as in a FProvincial meeting of 
the Biſhops of Alia, together with other Elders, 
(buth oſtally conveening «cn ſuch occalions,) 
might the Apoſtle call thoſe Elders, litterally, 
Piſhops. /renens ſaith as much, that Biſhops and 
Pr. g »yrers were there convocated from Epheſus, 


and other atjoyning Cities, exc. (1) And (+i&s (NIren, 1.3, 
20.28.) 1he hb; Choſt kaih (airh the Apvilie) c 14. 


male you Brjhops (\o in the Original) or Over- 
ſeers (ko in + ur rendring :) If therefre the 
Holy Ghoſt had made them Bilhops z and the 
Apoſtle cail them fo accurding'y, we may then 
acquietcc in 't, rather than t:» mincc the matter 
according to pe verle glotiings, it being to fo 
great a prejudice as the diſturbance of the peace 
ot the Chirchz (lo precious 

In this, have we to anſwer, what is alfo obs 
jected out of /hil.1.1, the Apoitle fainting the 
Saints at Phil;ppr., with the Biſhops and Deacons, 
wherein the Anthors of the larger Annotations 


on the Yibe, bulte themſelves exceedingly (m1) (wm ) 4n2t. 
in proving out of the. ſeocnd Conncil of Nice, on Pbil.1.1. 


and by Cornelius Bithop of Rome (there cited) 
that there ſhould be but one Biſhop in one City 3 
thence concl.iding,'n favour of thoſe times,thot 
there being many biſhops in Philippi, therefore 
were not they Biihops, but Elders. 

But a | this is grounded on a ſuppoſiticn,that 
Philippt is reſtrained ro that Cty of Aacedonia 
fo called, whereas Phil/ppi was a Merropolrs in 
Macedoma 


(11 Ars 16, Macedonia 3 (n)) and we rcad of the Churchet 
I 2+ of Macedonia 3 (0) and of the bretbren in all 
/ ( ) 2 Cor, AMacedonia 5 (p) And why may not Phlipps > 
: of Tied, Metropolis, 10%.;ude its Province # and this Epiſtle 
i. ms TI to the Philippians be to that Church as large. 
4. where many Bithops wcre to be laluted, Wit hs 
fs out thule nar: ow inferences in conhuivg Philipp 
" to a City within its walls, and the B'itr ps and 
Deacons at PLilippi, to thvle onely in that City 
We inhabiting 3 As ro that farther objeGed trom 
, that Text, Phil.1-1. of Biſhops and ieaci nz 
q onely named ; and that Elders being intended 7 
| thercture, by Lithops, (lay they) Elders are to 
3% be underſtood, and not Biſhops, But how fol- 
| lows that 2 For, 1. May not Flders be as well 
included in, find with that of Deacons £ You 
| have ſecn the name of Deacon to have been 
/ {ufficicat'y comprehenſive of more, and greater 
'# than they, 2. Orif Flders be ſuppoſed to be 
f included in that of Bithops : Ler that tuttice 
k 

| 


and tatisfic , without excluding Biſhops : Fcr 
{ball E:ders included, ard not named, exclude 
Lithops, which areexprefſ]y va” £1! 23,Or if Pies- 
byte1s be there {;gnified in th2'c wary Biſhops 
yet was there one chief B {bp over all, which 
was Fpaphroditns their ipoſile (Thil.2.25,) Ot 
which 7hcodoret{(q)be c:Verib L111 4poitle,to whom 
[2d the charge of them Wa: committed Wherefore 
117-5 (ſaith he) it #s manifeſt) that th'y who in the 
beginning of the Epiſtle wer? called Bilhups, were 
under bim, they baving the place of PFreibyters, 
But 


' (29) 
But this Text #fo, \(T40115.7.) is prefled in 
favour of Fiders uct. Biſheps3- for Elders (fo 
named, v.5.) are (v.7. termed Biſhops, adding, 
"that, there being Elders in every City, therefore 
15 thax (intended of” Flers properly, and* #0t of 
Biſhops, who are not for every City. (thus they ) 
t. I: is true, that in every City are to be 
Elders, whercloever is a meeting of people to 
be pre'vided for fo, are Flders properly to be 
underſtood 5' and 'the word City to be, in that 
caſe, ft.itly taken. 
* | 2, But as referring to Biſhops Seats, the word 
City is to be underlt.od more en/argediy;- not 
for every (ity, but ſuch onely as'are' fi far it 3 
as places of note, and ſuch as are extended in 
juriſdiction : We ule to ſay (tradit:onaly ) that 
a biſh« ps Seat ſhould bea city 5 3. e. a place” of 
mote: { doth Leo expound this: very: -Fexr, 
writing to the Bithops of Africa, (1) To:ap* 


wry Piſhops i every Cty, or Towh,, i# (laith ;- 
c) in thegreater cities to'place Bithops, in the Epiji 


leſs to place Prieſts ** He 'm that, ſpeaking -ae- 
cording-to the Couycrt of Sardis $ It A wit als 
lowed laith that Council Y that u Biſhop bu ap+ 
formed tn every village, ur ſmaller tity,where bne 
I re-bjter may ſuffice , for there,a Bilhop needs nef 
be. that the name and anthority of a Biſhop be no! 
vilied's (Coy. Fard.cf, Yin every efy;therefore, 
are the: Ether 5 and ir every rity FH ing for 
*#,a vhs to Bifbops. $0; hath" this been wivler- 
ſtood in the praffice of the Church accordinely-- 

[ And 
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Mic. Afric, 
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. (26) 
And well might Crefe- be capable of many 
Biſhops, being an Iſland of great extcnt, and 
populous. And Tit his enlarged Juriſdiction 
there, over waxy Biſbops,' ( ordarning and ap- 
pointing them where necellary,) theweth his 
power to have been ns pe , a.though 
he be ſtiled onely Biſhop of Crete, as Timorh 
Bilhop of Epheſus (lo, in the poſcript to thule 
Epilt'es 3) and uſual it is in the Councils and 
efewhere, to inde Archbiſhops and Patriarchs, 
under the name of Biſh ps. And that Crete 
had its Archbiſhop and Suffragans we allo find, 
The Archbiſhop of Crete was nominatcd from 
Gortyna its Metropolis. Dionyſius of Corinth 
(who lived in the next age to the Ap. (tles ) 
writing to the Church of Gortyna, rogeruer 
with the reſt of the Churches of Crete , COin- 
mendeth Philip any a7, thell Biſhop, for his 


Cs )Euſch, /, lingular piety and virtues (s). The City of 
.c.21.6,23 Gnoſſus in Crete, had+ Pintw its Bilhop : And 


(faith Theodorus Balſamo) I bave peruſed ihe 
ancient code of Councils, and de find by the ſubs 


ſcriptions , that Balil Biſhop of Gottyna was 


preſent at the Council of Tru. lo. 
On the whole,theretore, from the community 
of the names between B:ihops and Elders, is n9 
ground for what is thence inferred, I hat there» 
fore Biſhups and Elders are the ſame, without 
dictindtion of Perſons, Offices, or Degrees for, 
Biſhops are Elders,and ſome Elders are Biſhops, 

and both diſtinct, in Degree, and Digaity, s 
ut 


( 27 

But the the ſtrength R, the ObjeFFion 1% mi 
what concerns 1he Wozk, commion'to B.ſhops and 
Elders : For if the ſame work be common t6 both , 
ſo as, what a Biſhop duth, that 'an Elder doth 
alto3.rhen what may} a —_— Perſons and 
and Offices * Theſe are n6t' to be multiplied 
without neceliny, _ And: that the work. is com- 
mon, and the ſame, both to Biſhops and Elders, 
is (by that fide) inſtanced, in -1. Ordination. 
2. In Overſeging , ( under this of Overſteing ; 
al! the other 'pa ts of. the work*®are._ compre- 
hended , as Preaching ,: Bapt'zing, &c>)) Let 
theſe two, be therefore diſtinti'y conlidered 
'and examined 3 Whether in the work common to 
both tiſhops and E ders,” there be not (ſufficient 
to differente each from other. _ AO 

|. As to Ordination To this, Elders or Pref* 
byters p etem; gr. und.ug on that,t Tim.4.1 4 
where the Apoſtle, exhorts Timorhy, Not to neg- 
I-& the gift whith "tut given” bim' by propheſre, 
with the layting-on” of the Barts | of the Pre!- 
byterie. Here (fay they Predbyters Or:lain. 
' 1. Bur 'et them take all rogethet 53 for doth 
not the fame Apoyle fay alfo ro Timothy; I put 


thee In rYOPmem "rance, that thout ſtir np the W of 


God which js in thee bp the pottirve on of mp 
bands ? C2 Tim, 1.6.) here, we finde another 
hind (the Apoſtles) beſtde thoſe hands of Pref: 
byters impoſed on Timothy 5 therefore, not the 
hands of Presbyttrs alone: where therefore 
their hand onely ts in the work;there is another 

2 yet 
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(28) 
yet wanting 3 and. the work (hort without it 3 
(the caſe. of neccllity excepted, ) 

2. Ordination,mult be granted to have been 
in the Apoultles primarily, and principally ; and 
not inEldeis «xr. Presbyters principally3(they but 
attiog with.the Apoltles, and that but ſubordi- 
nately :Y By wy band. faith the Apoltle((2 Tim. 
1.6.) with he bands of th: Precbytery (1 Tim. 
4. 14+) It is by the Apoſtles hand principally, and 
but With the other, in way of apprebation. 
Therefcte, 3s: the charge, of Oedlination given 
principally to Tamothy, that Ye lay not hands ſud- 
dexly on any; ſo not to be partaker of other 


-1\ 1 Tim, #ens ſins (t) : there, Presbyteis are not named? 


not as not aſliſting, but as onely aſſiſting, and 
not as principals, It is,. be wot thou partaker 
of other mens ſins 5 not, be not pe, (ſpeaking of 
As ATE 1a finde it here allo as to Titus; 
to bim i that work committed prizcipal/y and 
71 enief: 1. left; thee (Titus ) in Crete, that thu 
ſloul o ſet igz,order ihe things that are wanting, 
and that thou fouldeit ozvain Elders in every 


Tir, ;,x, City, as T have appointed thee (v). So is it to 
be . underſtood, @s to others, in bike place with 


Timothy 4nd: Titus.., BFiſbops ordaiv others 
Joynn with them. Biſhops will nor do it with- 
out others 5 and others Muſt »ot 4» it without 
Biſhops 3 coxcur Fl lers may, but act ia it alone, 
they muſt not : the contracy (where neceflity 
is not) is an unwarranted ulurpation. Yet in 
giving but an hand in the work, they will have 
All; 


(29) 
All. Such notwithſtanding are to know , 
that there is anvther hand in that werk _ 
as belide theirs, (o before theirs, and above 
them : theirs is one'y with , not withent 
Biſhops 3 and Biſhops 18 that principally, Sp, for 
ordination ; 1n which work (common both to 
Biſhops and Elders is (you ſee)ſufficient.notwith- 
$t an lize, )to difference both, in Degree and Office. 
11. Sce it allo in the other part of the work, 
in which Biſhops and Elders act a!ſo in common; 
as Preaching, Baptizing, and ordering the flock 
committed to them 5 lo, are both Overſeers. This 
is granted in common to both Biſlops and Elders 
yet ſo, as that this is In bothAifferently : and, /o 
in Biſhops, as not in others. 1. It is true, that 
Preaching, Baptizing, Crdering, aud Overſeeing 
the flock,, are incumbent on all; but in inferior 
Elders more reſtrainly 3 with reſpect to place and 
perſons; they acting w.thin Precinfts, and Pa- 
rilbes, among their own people,and within ther 
pwn diſtricts onely. To theſe, 2nd there, are 
they Overſeers 3, and not otherwiſe : ſo as, for any 
fuch to take on him to Overſee, and ſee what 
others without.do,or do not.is to be avant nant? 


(x )a Biſhop in anothers D'ccels, or 4 buſie body (+) "«t. + 


in other mens matiers (\0 15 that in our Englith 5: 


rendred; )wheteas,the fame work is in the hands 
of Biſhops far «therwiſe 3 who as they do ut 
themlelves, ſo is it in thei, in way . of. Syperia- 
tendency,t ſee it done by others allo. So the chief 
Prieſis under the Law (whom the Apoſties » 

ana 


ww 


Im 


5 

and afther them, Biſhops, repreſen!;) they were 
Overſeers to others, that the work be done 10 
manner and order, as did become. I hus are 
Fiſhops overſeers to thoſe other Overſeers ; the 
care of many Churches buing on theing as was 
the care of a4 Church.s on the Artis wheres 
as the care of particu ir Curchos (ris cr that) 

15 oncly on others. 
2, 2. Although Presbyters have powyy ro preach, 
and do what bel ng< io ther © mt en, yet ares 
they in all ing th por e*, limited ant order 4 
by the Þ Eiſhop, Wherct, we are r© dr/{:nou ſh 
(as in the Schoul>) burween Poriy of Oriers 
and of Jurrſdithion ;, Power f Ora.r, i re OYe 
ters receive in thei Urdimatior, to dy what bus 
longs to their function, to which they we 
thereby qualified £ but the Power 9f Juriſditi,on 
to at that their power of Order 4s 1 aſtors, th.t, 
a Presbyter hath in his Inſtitution tiom the 
Biſhop, be.ng,thereby,appointed to a charge and 
place ) and |'cenſed to dilcharge the d.aty «tf 
his calling, to whieh he was befo:e qualified, 
Tertul. and now enabl:d, Tertullian faith, EC» bat 
be't. the chief Prieſt (which is the Bithop,) hath the 
rieht of g1vIng Baptiſm, and then the Presbyiers 
and Leacons, but yet not w ithout the Anthoriy 
(:) Him, of the B.ſhops. So allo S.Hieromes (2) Without 
aur. Lac power from the Biſhop 5 neither Presbyter 
nor Deacon hath rieht to baptize. Every Pres. 
bvrer therefore hath power in common with a 
Biſhop, tv preacid and admimſter the Sacraments 
in 


3 
in fulneſs, (which an inferior Order, a Deacon 
cann''t doz) yet, the exerciſe of that power, 
1s ſubjected to, and regulated by the B thops 
authority, to be permitted, direGed, reſtrained 
or ſuſpended, as ſhould be neceſſary. In which 
the Bilhops priviledge of Juriſdiction over El: 
de!s, is he from them eminently differcnced, 
It was ſaid of Elders, that they have a power 


of juriſdiFion 3 (underſtand it, of a power of 


ſprritual and inward Juriſdiion, in foro conſci- 
enci&, in the Court of Conſcience) \o, as Paltors 
of the flock, is commirted to them, the ſeed. 
ing, ruling, teaching, reproving, binding linners 
n« torioufly ſcandalous 5 by denouncing Gods 
judgements in the Word, and (whi'c unreform- 
ed) excluding from the Sacrament 3 and again 
looſirg, and relealing penitents, by app|ying the 
gractuus premiles of the Goſpel, and readmit« 
ing them to the uſe of the Ordinances. 

Cut, that JuriſdiFion which is in Biſhops, is 
wore extended, anil that, even over Elders them- 
ſelves. For as Presbyters are in their Ordination, 
walificd, and by their Taſtitution authorized, to 
their work 5 lo, are they, atter, to bebave them. 
ſelves in that as becometh, It 1s in Ziſhops 
(who are overfeers cf th. ſe Overſeers) to 
expe and exad that from them authoritatively; 
and cn falling 1n duty, or manners, (as to lite, 
and converſation, _) to- reprove and puniſh alſo. 
In this, 1s Epr/copel Juriſd:iFion given them 
Apoitolically, and over inferior Elders paiti- 
cularly, 


8) l Ttm.5, 


t,19,290 


(Erin, 
Herc).75. 


_ (32) : 

ealarlariy, to which they are ſubjeed, Such 
was Timothies power in Fphefns; (a) Rebuke 
not an Flder ; and, againit an Elder receive 
not an accuſation, but before 1w0, or three wip- 
meſſes, then that ſim rebuke before all, that other; 
my fear + Which words, Rebuke not as Elders 
1s not a reſtraiming, but an ordering that rebuke, 
that it be nt light.y, or on flight grounds (as 
in 1 Tim.5. 19, 20.) by whichappearsa Jury- 
dition m Biſhops.above Flders, dired ve, coercive, 
and coreFive : which is Fpiphanins his interence 
on theſe words, againſt a Presbyter, &c. There: 
fore ((aith he) Pr-1oyters are ſubje# to the 
Biſhop as to therr Ju.ig: (b), He 15s their Judge, 
as to Dodrine that thou mayeſt charge ſome 
that they teach no other Po@rine, taith the Apos 
{tle 10 Timothy, 1 T'm. 1.3.) and to Tits (Tit. 
3. 10.) A man that is an Heretich ofter ihe firſt 
an4 ſecond admonition , rejed 3 jadge allo, as 
of their Dorime_ what they teach 3 lo ot their 
Conver (ation, how they live, as you have heard 
in that of r 77m. 1.5, 17,20,21. Theret re is 
the Anezlof the Church of Fpheſus ( Timothies 
Snccellor) commended, that he cou/d not bear 
with them that are evil, and bad tryed them which 
ſay they are Apoſiles , and are not , and had 
found them lyars (Rev.2.2.) On the contrary, 
the Angel of the Church of ihyatira is reproved 
tor ſuffering "ſuch (Rev.2.20.,) 

So as, alth»ugh there be a Community of 
24mes, (in fume caſes) between Bithops and 
E!ders, 


© ———— 


33 ) | 

E'ders(Biſhops are EE rs and Elders Biſh- 
ops3 Jand notwithſtanding that the work alſo,be 
(in a kin4 )common;yet is that community \(,difſe« 
renced \in both, 'that all pretenccs of Elders, 
in that, tor caſting of Biſpops, as ts their Office, 
or diveſting them of Juriſdition and Dignity, 
13 apparently inconſequent, and evil. For al: 
though the rawes of Biſbops and Prerbyters were 
confounded, and the work (in a fort) common 
to beth, yet were not the Offces of Biſhops and 
Pres-yters ever confounded unti! now, 

1. And now to ſum up al.3 you fee the Church 
under the New Teſtamen ordered as before, in way 
of Superiority and Swbordimation 3 and that 
Apoitolically appointed. So Timothy in Epheſus x 
and Titxs in Crete 3 and others elſewhere in like 
manner; they Hm and things appers 
taining to that ſacred work, within their re- 
ſpetive Jurifdictions, 

2. See thoſe Apoſtolically ordered to that 
care and charge in the Church above others, 
to be by the Apoſtles, dignified with their own 
ame, (that ſtanding name of Biſhops.) they 
{tanding aſo in their place and Stead, and 
ating in their work, (Ordaining, Overſeeing , 
Ordering, and Correding as 18 necettary, 

Z* What hath been b\ the A poltles ſo ordered 
in the Church; (whele words Chriſt wou'd 
have to be obſcrved-as his owns /f they biwve 
hejt my ſaying, they will keep yours a/jo, John 
15. 20 ) that, in this particulariv, Math been 
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by "Chriſt himſelf, the High Prieſt approved, 
For, as the High Prieſt, did Chriſt appeare 
habited, being cloathed with a garment down to 
the feet, and girt vbout the paps with a golden 
* es. 1. girdle, (c) and allo viſiting bis Church Eccles 
* /iatim « each of the ſeven Churches particularly, 
being by him inſpeFed : (4) In that reproving 
AJ14443 what was amiſs 10 any, and aVowing, what was 
right. particularly, Sce that Government which 
was ordered in each of thol& eminent Churches, 
(in Epheſus and the other ſix) under their res 
ipeftive Angels, or Chiefs, or Biſhops 5 lee that 
order (I lay) in the Church , approved of 
Chrift ; for, the Seven Stars, (the ſcven Angels 
Angels of thoſe Churches, heir Biſhops) were in 
Chriſts right hand (Rev. 1. 16. 20.) that: is, 
under hjs care, and proteFion. And to thoſe 
Angels of the Charches doth our Lord dired# 
bimſelf principally in behalf of all »nder their 
charge 3 expecting from them an accompt of 
the Churches within their reſpective Juriſdifi- 
ons, each of them being reſponſible tor all 

that wasthere, well, or otherwile. 
4. Laſtly, What had been lo ordered by the 
Apoſtles,{ee it by the Church reccived,and atter 
continued throughout all ages tiom the begin: 
ning : whereby, what might (ſecm)) doubtful 
in the firſt Inſtitution, may be cleared by ob- 
ſerving what was of that wnderfiood, and after 
(c) 1 Tim, praiſed by the Church accordingly : The 
ww the Church is the pillar and ground of truth; (<) 
an: 


-— 


35 ) 
and what ( grounding on the Scripture) the 
Church in all ages hath held frum the begin- 
ning, that we may rely upon for truth, And 
how did the Church underſtand the Apoſtles 
appointing Biſhops and Elders in the Church 
tor its Government ? Did they not underſtand 
it of Biſhops diſtin® from Elders, and Superior 
to them £ Did they ever underſtand it of Elders 
without Biſhops ? or of Elders ruling in chief # 
much leſs of Lay-Elders ? (of which, is no- 
thing to be found any where, in Scripture or 
Antiquity.) 

Let the conſtant praiſe of the Church 
thronſhhout all ages be Judge in that, how the 
Apoſtles were therein underſtood. In which I 
ſhall uſe the words of Judicious Mr. Hooker, 


(f) © Yery ſtrange it is ((aith he) that ſuch a(f) Tic. 
fl IL fog f 


* Diſcipline as ye (Elders) ſpeak of, ſhould be 


& taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the word E<*'**: 


© of God, and no Church have found it ont, 
© nor received it till this preſent time 5 contrari* 
&© wiſe,tbe Government againſt which ye bend your 
* ſelves, be obſerved every where throughout all 
& cenerations and ages of the Chriſtian world, 
© zo Church ever perceiving the word of God to 
« be againſt it 3 (adding ) We require you to 
&* finde ont but one theres upon the face of the 
& whole earth, that hath been ordered by your 
& diſcipline, or hath not been ordered by onrs, 
& ( that is to ſay ) by Fpiſcopal Regiment Sithence 
&© the time that the bleed 4pojiles were 1» cone 

E 2 ; 


(36) 
verſant. This was Mr. Hookgrs challenge. to 
that lide in this caſe, and that, many years ſince ; 
which hath never been to. this day anſwered, ones 
ty by the ſword ; and fo, was it, indeed , put 
home to us periloully : Antiquity 1s not to be 
deſpiſed, but that to be adviſed with,and ſubmit- 
ted tu in ſuch caſes. Enquire of the former Age 
and prepare thy ſelf to the ſearch of their Ja-” 
thers ( for we are but of yeſterday and know no: 
thing ) ſhall not they teach thee and tell thee, and 
utter word; out of their hearts: ſaid Bildad to 
Job. 2. 8.5. 10, So the Lord directs, by the 
Prophet,thus ſaith the Lord ſtand ye in the way 
and ſee, and ak for the old paths, where 15 the 
good way and walk therein and ye ſhall find reſt 
for your Soules ; but they ſaid we will not walke 
therein ( g )) which is even what theſe. [ty in 


', this + refuſing any ſuch tryall in this diſpute, we!l 


knowing themſelves calt in it. But in matters 
of antiquitic to denye the credit of Antiqui- 
tie in what is not contradicted by Scripture, 
diſcovers One addicted to Noveltie and ſingulart- 
ty rather then to truth, 

Let therefore our Church Levellers le to this; 
who in ſach their Schiſme teare. and rend «the 
{eamlefs garments of theChurch, and as a geve- 
ration of Vipers &at+ out, and: through the 
bowec's of their Aſother 5 diſturbing Church 
wnily and peace , drawing into faGions , . ar 
filing all with confufions, Herein let thews ſee ther* 
ſelves 


( 
ſelgecin. their eafigkes oor ſuch there were 
of old, under hath Teſtaments. \ - 

Selome under the old Jeitament ſetting thems 
ſelves cven againit what God himſelf bad expreſ- 
ly ordered concerning the bigh }Pniesf- \hood vin © 
AronCb) There,Corab of the tribe of Levy, () Numb. 
| raiſed a partie and tation of 250 Princes of the *& 152, 33 
Aſſembly againſs Moſes and Aron, having the 9: 529: 1% 
| confidence thus to tell them, yee take too much 
Won zoun, ſeine all the congregation are holy twery 
exe of them, and the Lord is among them, 
wher:fore then lift you your ſelves above the - con- 
grevatien of the Lord 5 but Moſes returns it to 
them again ; yee take too much upou' you 'yee 
Sons of Levy, ſeemeth it but''a ſmall thing unto 
you that the Lord God of acl bath ſeperated 
you from the congregation of Iſrael to bring you 
near unto himſelf to as the ſervice of the Tader- 
macle of the Loyd, to ſtand before the congragati® 
en t0:4inj[ter_ unto them 3 And he bath brought 
þ thee 'meer. unto. bim : and all thy : brethren, the 

Sqns of, Levi with thec and [eek ye the Pzielt- 
bogd allo, ſo was.it then, 

2. And ſuch Corahs we find \netder. the wew 
Teſp4/%1! alſo,of whom the Apoſtic, Frdeſpeaks 
wh u;woel( 4.) woe'to them for they \hawe gbne Ci) Jude 10. 
inabe.way,of Cain and ran greedily after "the 
erfor of Balaam and.perifhed z» rhe gainſay- 
ing of "C92e. Where ſe them ranked\ winks three 
| uptorioh/[y wicked 5; Caim;and:Balkam,and(Corab : 
with Cain tor bloods with:Balkant for 'Chwetans= 


neſs, 


_ 


1 3n the gainſaying of Core 5 Core ( or Corab ) 
[4 
1 


(38) 

eſs, and with Corah for fa#ion, Cain the acs 

Math, curſed murderer of bis brotber,righteons Abel : 

-, to was he the firſt perſecuter of the Church 
| 1) Nam. (k,) Balaam called on to enrſs the people of 

| 2.56 God, (1 ) and Corah, a faTtions ſchiſmatique, 

to Corahs ſchiſme, are they moved, by Balaams | 
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Covetonſnesſs and ambition, and to that, go- 
ing 0n in the way of Cain, in blood and cruelty. 
And for that ſee woe, and deſtrv@ion 5 begining | 
| with woe ( Judement denounced ) and ending 


with deſtru@ion ( Judgement executed) per ſing | 


all that faction, 1s alone mentioned 3 others be- 
ing but his fo/owers in that wicked cauſe: his 
deſtruction being alſo moreremarkable, whether 
as to thoſe with him in that rebellion; or as 
to thoſe other two, notoriouſly wicked, ( Balas 
# am and Cain, ) whole ends were not as of others, 
Corah and bis followers periſhing not by an 
ordinary Judgment like other men, the earth ope- 
ningits mouth and ſwallowing up them, and theirs 
alive, in ſight of all the people. Cm) By the 
(m ) Num dreadfulneſs of «final, let the hainouſ- 


16. 20g 31> meſs of ihe fin be eſtimated. 


31 32» 33», "2," And,” ſuck 


- ave been our Corah: alſo, 


( authors of our late contuſions and evills in 
Church and State.)By whom hath been iz the 
Church, and Jrlt and overflowing of blaſphes 
mics and of wonſirons and pernicions doGrines 
( hogrible to be mentioned and not, in very 
confutations, to be remembred ) as it bell it 


ſelf 
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ſelf had br oken looſe ( 


(3 


9) 
he- title of 2 book in 


which many of thoſe abhominations are Col- 
lefted.) And vs wonder it ſhould be ſo, Church 
order and Government havine been, ( as it was |) 
caft off and trampled on. While that ſtood, all 
was well withus3 the face of our Church was 
comely : and truth and peace ſecured, andthe 
enemies to both,error,and ſchiſme, not daring to 
ew themſelves among #4, The: Church is here 


Militant3 So is it deſcribed (#n ) terrible 
as an army with banners; with ' banner 3. e, 
order : So it is by the LXX, rendred 54%: 's: 
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wer 
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order : and in that order is both beauty and 
terror,and in that, ſecurityz( Church ſecurity and 
Church beauty is in order: ) thou art beautifull 0 
my love as Tirza, comely as Ternſalem terrible as 
an army with banners ( Cant. 6.4. )) how plea- 
ſant is an army rancea under its banners | fo the 
Chureh under its colors, leaders and officers, 
each in their place order,and degree. And as in that 
is beantie , {0 allo, ſecuritiez ſecuritie is implied 
where tt is ſaid to be terrible, that 1s, to 
enemies,( toerrors and berefter,enemies to truths 
and to ſchiſme and faFion, which are contrary 
to order and wnitie: ) Thele dare not appear 
while the Church is nnder its government and in 
order 5 each under his banners, in their order 


and place, being thereby re 
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to oppoſe what 


ſhall be contrary. Itis otherwiſe, where order 7: 
n0t in the Church bat our banners caſt down,anc 


Vur 


(*) Cant, 


Py 


4, 10s 


. 
1 
LS 
- <PRESIP* 
uy 
, 


(49) 
our. chicf leaders taker offs what c2u.ke Net loa 
deformitic for beantie \-and for- order 69 Pn 
ons What then bnt terror ? terror to owr ſelves : 
C lo is, an army.in conjuſiongto it lelt terribles ) 
and thereby have. eneuics. theix advantages, 
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z about, and within , theretorec ſaith S. ' Jerome, 
it Ice a (0) the ſafety of the Church dependeth on the 
[of Lucie, . dignity of the chief Prieſt ( meaningthe Biſhop) 
/ to whom if power be not. given , there muſt be 


as many ſchiſmes in the Church , #9 there are 
#1) Corr. 1, Prieſts. S098. Cyprian. ,(p,) __— or Schiſmes 
4/1. 3, have no other beginning but this , that Gods 
* Prieſt ( meaning tulhop )is not obeyed. Againz 
C) 14.1. 3-(q) Theſe bethe beginnings of beretiques, theſe 
PI. Ss the riſings andendeavours of ol minded\Schi{me- 

ticks, that they pleaſc themſelves and Cantemn 

their Biſhops with ſwelling pride, &0 do men ee 
(-) 14.Sc7-2, part from the Curch exc. And (r) hence do 
de zel» © 1:-men ruſh into hereſies and ſebiſmes when th-y 
PICs ſpeak evil of Prieſts, andenuy their Biſhops. All 
whichwe have found lady in our late ovfera» 
ble Ghurch diſtractions. 

2. And by thoſe evil: in the Church did fols 
low on our ſtate alſo c onſuſton and deſtrudion. 
If the Ghnurch be bo:ne dewn,let nut the State 
think to ſtand 5 And we have ſecn evils deſign- 
cd to the State, carricd on by attempting, f111t, 
on the Church. Corahs oppoſition pretended 
principaily again{t 4r7on , relts not there, foi 
others with Corah, had their delignes in taat, 
againſt oſes alſo : and in that againſt Aron, 
Came 
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( 30) 
came in Moſes immediately, they gathered thew- 
ſelves againſt Moſer and Aron. And (i 
they ) to Moſes (even in a breach) w 
thou wake thy ſelf altogether a Prince over ws: 


(5 Therefore are both joyned by the Apoſtle &, (>) Numb. 


Jude ('t ) with the gainſaying of Core 1s a ſpeaks 
ing evill alſo of di 


16, 
erties. In both, have we ſeen ('/ 
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ude v. 


and felt the diſmall effe#s of this Church Schiſe | 


"me, 
But bleſſed be Ged by whom: theſe breaches 
are new al! made up and ' repaired both in 


Church and Stare, by the happy;Keſtauration of 
his &acred Afajelty to his Koyall throne and 


1. hereby, is —— * the —_— 
reſtored as at f one Coun 

ara <x's » tn 
2, And y i our Church 
ſo as at this day ( even this very day ) we have, 
and ou reyes do behold s bere, ſuch in the 
Church who fit and rele in chief ſetting is order 
the thres are mine Elders, 


" 
b 
wanting ewe or damning 
( Biſhops ) Succeſſively, 2s hath been Apoſtotis 
cally appointed. io thet, fee we our Ghareb Ser- 
tlement. In Church order and Government , is 
Church Settlement ; which was that,in the words. 
firſt propounded with which I have now done. 
Asto what remains of the Text ( the quali» 
fecations of thoſe perſons to be called forth to this 
high and Sacred calling and work 5 ( of which 
you have. much here v.6.7,8, 9.) of that 1 
FP may 


alſo ſetled: (4)1\, ls 26s 


(31) 
may not now ſpeak; time will not admitit 
nor needs it at preſent 5 where, in the perſon 
now betore us, and to be admitted into this 
Sacred functien, theſe qualification ; are alrea- 
\.. © dy3 nor wereit forme for mel ſay ) to ſhew 
(vv) Fiarer- it 10. (w) . 
et” [I ſha!l therefore conclude with the 
JM »lorizm {poſiles Clernum( Acts 20.) ftwherein we have 
«ii modeſtie( to our purpoſe, )both exhortation and wales 
Senec. didion. F irit exbortation: you have heard your 
place and bonour aſſerted, ſee now your office 
and work: and in that your care and charge, 
x)Ats.20, ( x _) Take heed unto your ſelves and to all the 
OY flock , over the which, the holy Ghoit hath made 


you overſeers ( or Biſhops.) ts feed the Church of 


God which be hath purchaſed with his own blood. 
In that you have your charge 3 ( ſee you now to 
the diſcharge.)Next , and laſt, follows an Apo- 
olical walediFion , benediGion , and prayer ; 
which ſhall be mine alſo, and withthat I now 
* conclude z (y) And now Brethren 1 commend you 
to God and to the word of his Grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheri» 
tance among all which are Sandified. 
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Errata. 


Epiſtle. 

P: 3- margin ef. f. 2. dele. p. 10s line 6G. firft dele p.13. 
line 19. 4nd dele P+ 14. line 3. for the read this 

Preface, 
P. 9, marg. (r.) for contra merciouce, 5. r. contra marcion, 
c. 5. Þ» 10. ). 2* for Biſhops v. being Biſhops p. 11.1. 20. 
for theire r. there p. 12. 1, 20. for Policarpur r, Polyearprs 
|. 22. for Clemets r, Clemens p. 25, marg. (g) for 406. 
I's 306. tbid- marg. r. (h_) Camorer, in vita phil, malaneth 

Sermon. 

P. 2.1. 7. for Licaonica r. Lycaonia ibid. marg. for A. 
3+ 12-7. Tit. 3. 12. pÞ. 7. marg. (x) for Zeb. 37, r. 
Zech., 3.7, Ps 94 margs( d )forNunb. 16.3.1, Numb; 16434 
bids marg,(g)for Rer;1, 6s 154 10, 14 Revs 1,6: p; ils 
I, 2$, legal dele ps 12. marg.(r)for AGs.1. 6. r.AGs. 6.1. 
P. 14.marg.(a ) for pile 9. r, _ 7,90 Þ. 15.1, 26. for 
IT.r.l. p. 16.1.x.for For r.'So }. 2. for Apoſtles r. ApoſMe 1. 
29.for 11% re 4 Ps 17). 24 forin r. onp. 21. 1.294 for arrs 
EO Þ» 22. marg. (f)for Synod ry 6; Synod Þ, 23. 1, 4. for 
COMVeONing Fe convening Pe 25+ |. 28, for conc, Eard. y. 
conc, Sard. 1. 30. for be to r. to be p. 26. 1. 13. for nomina- 
ted r, denominated p. 32, |. 18. for ofter r. after, 


